
Chapter 27

At the beginning of the chapter, the protagonist consults Eddie on which dress to wear
to a country club cocktail party, hesitating between a simple cream dress, a black
number, and a unique plum dress designed by Bea from Southern Manors. Despite the
significance behind the latter, Eddie opts for the cream dress, leaving the protagonist
feeling underdressed. Arriving at the Country Club of Birmingham, they are engulfed in
its opulent ambiance, surrounded by the elite, sharply contrasting with the
protagonist's background. The air of superiority and wealth is palpable, with attendees
boasting expensive attire and jewelry that could rival the GDP of small countries.

The protagonist feels out of place amidst the revelry, noting the focused indulgence in
drinks over food. When Eddie goes to get drinks, leaving her alone, she is greeted by
Emily, who introduces her to the group with a mix of warmth and superficiality.
Despite the apparent acceptance into this circle, the protagonist cannot shake off
feelings of alienation and longing for her former life.

Conversations with the group reveal layers of social dynamics, hinting at underlying
tensions and secrets among the high society. A casual remark about Eddie’s increased
drinking hints at personal concerns paralleling the superficial banter about fashion and
jewelry. The chapter deepens when Caroline brings up the scandal involving Tripp
Ingraham, accused of a heinous crime, introducing a darker subplot that appears to
touch closely on the protagonist’s life. This mention unsettles the protagonist,
reflecting her fear of how the actions of influential individuals like Tripp could disrupt
her current standing.

A photographer's presence at the event hints at the superficiality and surveillance
within this elite community, capturing the moments of pretense rather than genuine
interaction. As the chapter closes, the protagonist uses a religious remark to deflect an
uncomfortable conversation about Tripp, showing her adaptability in navigating the



social complexities of this affluent society. This moment signals her superficial
integration into a world that remains largely alien and possibly hostile to her true self.


