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The chapter opens with Mo attending a gathering at the Cliff Hangar, where many
locals express their condolences over his grandmother’s recent passing. Despite some
past tensions, Mo navigates the crowd with a mixture of detachment and wry humor,
reflecting on his grandmother’s impact on the community and her involvement in
numerous committees. The atmosphere is a blend of solemn remembrance and casual
socializing, with various attendees sharing anecdotes and paying tribute to her
articulate and community-minded nature. Mo’s interactions reveal his complex feelings
about the event and the people around him, including his own ambivalence toward
some of the town’s residents.

Amid the crowd, Mo notices familiar faces from his past, including friends and
acquaintances from Lewis Latimer, highlighting the small-town dynamics and lingering
social complexities. The presence of Vincent, a figure who avoids Mo’s gaze, and Malo
Mogge, whose striking appearance commands attention, adds layers of interpersonal
tension. The chapter captures the nuances of Mo’s relationships and his internal
responses to his environment, emphasizing themes of memory, belonging, and the
subtle undercurrents of social interaction in a close-knit community.

As the evening progresses, the focus shifts to the upcoming karaoke event, with
characters like Natalie and Theo eager to secure their song choices. Mo’s attention is
drawn to Thomas, a confident and enigmatic figure whose steady gaze unsettles yet
intrigues him. Their brief exchange reveals shared traits and unspoken desires, setting
the stage for potential developments in their relationship. The scene is charged with a
mix of anticipation and nervous energy, underscored by Rosamel’s playful
encouragement and Mo’s own conflicted feelings.

The chapter concludes with Mo moving toward Thomas as the karaoke setup nears
completion, reflecting on the complexities of desire, social expectations, and self-



expression. The interaction between Mo and Thomas encapsulates the chapter’s
exploration of connection and identity within the backdrop of communal rituals and
personal histories. Overall, the narrative balances moments of humor, introspection,
and social observation, maintaining a tone that is both engaging and thoughtful.


