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Chapter 5 delves into the remarkable contributions of Jackson Davis and Virginia
Randolph in Henrico County, Virginia, during the early 20th century. Inspired by Booker
T. Washington’s educational philosophy, Jackson Davis sought funding from the Jeanes
Fund to support the education of Black children. Washington's approach emphasized
practical skills and self-reliance over protests, advocating for gradual improvements in
the economic status of Black communities. Davis proposed the allocation of the funds
for Virginia Randolph, a dedicated educator who exemplified the values Washington
espoused. Randolph’s appointment as the first Jeanes teacher was seen as a
significant achievement, and she viewed it as an opportunity to transform the
educational experience for Black children. Her dedication and vision set the stage for a
broader movement in the South, where the Jeanes Fund would go on to support many
more teachers working in similar environments.

Virginia Randolph’s success as a supervising teacher was deeply tied to her ability to
connect with her community. She actively engaged with local church services and
community events, making efforts to build strong relationships with the families of her
students. Her work at Mountain Road School became a model of effective education,
blending formal learning with community engagement. Randolph was not only
concerned with the intellectual development of her students but also focused on their
physical and emotional well-being. Her belief in education as a transformative force
extended beyond the classroom, as she organized health checks, evening adult
classes, and hygiene lessons. This holistic approach earned her immense respect and
admiration, and her work inspired other districts to establish similar educational roles,
creating a ripple effect across the region. As her influence grew, she expanded her



programs to include Sunday Schools and health initiatives, ensuring her students
received a well-rounded education that prepared them for life beyond the classroom.

The community's support for Randolph’s efforts was evident in the way local families
rallied behind her, even in the face of financial hardship. Despite limited resources,
Virginia’s tireless commitment to her students led to the construction of a new school
in 1915, which was funded largely through local contributions. The school became a
beacon of progress in Henrico County, attracting attention from across the South due
to its innovative approach to education. Randolph’s focus on empowering her students
and their families through education, along with her ability to foster a sense of
community, made the school a symbol of hope and growth. As the school flourished, it
served as a testament to the power of grassroots efforts in overcoming systemic
challenges. Even as the school became more established, Randolph continued to
innovate and expand her vision for education, creating lasting change in her
community.

However, tragedy struck in 1929 when the Virginia Randolph Training Academy was
destroyed by a devastating fire. The loss was deeply personal for Randolph, as the
school had been the culmination of her life’s work. Yet, her resilience remained
unshaken. Instead of succumbing to despair, she began planning for the rebuilding of
the school almost immediately after the fire. Her determination to continue her work,
despite the setbacks, underscored the strength of her character and her unwavering
commitment to her students. Over the years, she continued to look after the needs of
her community, adopting children and providing care for those in need, all while
maintaining her role as an educator. Even though financial challenges remained, she
never wavered in her mission to empower her students, eventually turning to farming
education to teach her students the importance of self-sufficiency.

Virginia Randolph’s legacy extended far beyond the borders of Henrico County, as she
became a respected mentor for other educators. She trained countless teachers,
imparting her vision of comprehensive education that valued both academic and
personal growth. Randolph did not retire until 1949, after nearly six decades of



dedication to teaching and community service. Her impact continued to be felt long
after her passing in 1958, with her methods and values living on in the educational
practices that followed. Virginia Randolph’s life stands as a powerful testament to the
lasting impact of a single educator’s dedication to improving the lives of others.
Through her tireless work, she was able to uplift generations of students and
contribute to the broader movement for educational equality, especially within Black
communities. Her story remains an enduring example of how one person’s
determination can break down barriers and create opportunities for future generations.


