Chapter Forty

At the close of the day, the protagonist wrestles with anxiety about going home alone
due to her mother's absence and the office being locked. Liam, a thoughtful and
supportive friend, notices her predicament and offers her a place to stay during his
practice. Their interaction reveals Liam's attentiveness and the protagonist’s
vulnerability, setting a tone of cautious hope amid her difficult circumstances. Liam'’s
gesture of kindness provides a rare moment of comfort, even as the protagonist

contemplates the dangers she faces in her home environment.

Liam surprises her further by offering an old smartphone as a lifeline for emergencies,
highlighting the trust and concern in their relationship. Despite the potential safety net
the phone could provide, the protagonist refuses it, fearing the consequences if her
abuser discovers it. This refusal underscores the complexity of her situation—where
even help can carry risks—and the depth of her isolation. Liam’s understanding
response reflects his respect for her boundaries, even as he struggles with the limits of

what he can do.

While Liam practices, the protagonist stays in the gym, trying to distract herself with
schoolwork and thoughts of a scholarship essay that frustrates her. Her attempts to
focus are interrupted by Brody, a confrontational character who taunts her about her
social life and exhibits aggressive behavior. This encounter escalates when she
defends herself by throwing a basketball that accidentally injures Brody, intensifying

the tension and drawing the attention of others, including the football coach.

The chapter closes with the aftermath of this confrontation, as the football team and
coach intervene, signaling potential consequences for the protagonist’s actions. The
scene captures her ongoing struggle to assert herself in a hostile environment while
navigating complex social dynamics and personal fears. Throughout, the narrative

maintains a balance of vulnerability and resilience, illustrating the protagonist’s



challenging journey toward safety and self-empowerment.



