Chapter IX

Chapter IX begins in the heart of New York City on a crisp evening in March, March 13,
2014, when Addie, who has spent centuries navigating the cruel anonymity of her
curse, finds herself unexpectedly crossing paths with Henry outside his bookstore as it
shuts for the day. The bustling streets of Brooklyn hum with life, yet Addie feels an
acute sense of separation from the world around her. For the first time in years, she
feels a fleeting sense of belonging as Henry, a stranger like so many others in her long
life, suddenly recognizes her. Her heart races as she tries to make sense of the
situation, her thoughts spiraling with confusion and disbelief. The curse that has
haunted her for centuries—making her forgettable to everyone she meets—suddenly
seems to break, as Henry’s words and actions contradict the reality she’s known for so
long. She becomes acutely aware of the strangeness of the moment, comparing Henry
to the many others she’s met over time, yet something about him feels different—his
warmth, his openness, and his genuine interest make her wonder if, just maybe, this

time things will be different.

As the two head to a nearby coffee shop, Addie’s excitement and trepidation intensify.
Her heart still pounds with the strange realization that Henry not only remembers her
but seems completely unaffected by the curse that she cannot escape. However, with
the seemingly mundane encounter comes an underlying anxiety, as she faces the
everyday constraints of her situation: the lack of money for both of them to have
drinks. Her curse has placed her in this paradox—forever seen and never
remembered—and now, in the face of Henry’s recognition, she is forced to play the
part of someone else. Adopting the name “Eve,” she cloaks herself in a false identity
to protect both herself and Henry from the full truth, aware that the simple act of
sharing her true name could unravel everything. As they sit down to talk, Addie

grapples with the precarious balance between offering glimpses of her true self and



keeping up the necessary facade that her cursed existence demands. Yet, with each
word, she feels an odd sense of connection to Henry—a connection she hasn’t felt in
centuries. Despite the internal conflict, their conversation flows naturally, starting with

small talk about life and growing into something more profound.

Their exchange touches on deep, unspoken truths about their respective lives. Addie
shares a rare bit of vulnerability, revealing a past mistake—a failed theft—and
comments on her life, filled with work and family. The casual tone of the conversation
belies the complexities beneath the surface. What strikes Addie the most, though, is
not just Henry’s ability to remember her but his desire to understand her, to know
more about who she is. As the evening continues, she finds herself torn between the
possibility of opening up to Henry and the deep-rooted fear that once again, her
connection to someone will fade into oblivion. This fear is not only rooted in the curse
but in her centuries of isolation, a long life where every connection she made
eventually dissolved into nothingness. This sense of urgency and vulnerability creeps
into their interactions, underscoring the fragility of what could be the most important

relationship Addie has ever known.

As they spend more time together, the narrative delicately explores the complexities
of memory, identity, and connection. Addie begins to wonder if, for once, she has
stumbled upon something real—something that could transcend the curse that has
defined her existence. The chapter builds a quiet tension between hope and fear, as
Henry’s recognition offers a promise of something Addie has long yearned for: to be
remembered and seen. But with this promise also comes a deeper understanding of
the difficulty of maintaining such a bond, especially when one is burdened by the
weight of a curse so all-encompassing. As their conversation shifts and deepens, the
reader is left with the question: Could this fleeting connection survive the intense
challenges that Addie’s curse throws in its path? Will this bond with Henry be the one
that finally offers Addie a reprieve from the loneliness and impermanence that has

been her existence for centuries?



In their shared moments, the chapter continues to delve into the painful complexity of
their interaction, where simple acts of kindness and recognition resonate deeply. The
story weaves between hope and despair, as Addie struggles with the tantalizing
possibility that Henry may be the one to break her curse, and yet she remains painfully
aware of the ultimate powerlessness she has faced her entire life. Each fleeting
moment they share carries more weight, the possibility of a life that isn't defined by
forgetting lingering just beyond her reach. The chapter concludes with a lingering
sense of unspoken questions, with readers left to wonder whether this fleeting
encounter will continue or whether Addie will once again be left to wander the world,

forgotten by all except herself.



