Part Three:Chapter 3

The chapter opens with James (Jim) and Huck attempting to catch a catfish by hand, a
dangerous method known as "dogging." Jim, inexperienced but determined, wades
into the Mississippi River and probes an undercut bank with his fingers, mimicking
worms to lure a fish. Despite his fear of encountering snapping turtles or venomous
snakes, he persists, encouraged by Huck. The tension builds as Jim feels a nibble, only
to have his forearm suddenly seized by a massive catfish. The struggle that ensues is
visceral, with Jim nearly drowning as the fish drags him underwater, highlighting the

perilous nature of their survival tactics.

As Jim fights the fish, the narrative shifts to a surreal internal dialogue with the
philosopher John Locke, who appears as a hallucination. Their conversation revolves
around the morality of slavery, framed as a "state of war." Jim challenges Locke’'s
justification of conquest and slavery, arguing for the right to resist and kill one’s
oppressors. This philosophical interlude underscores Jim’s internal conflict and his
growing resolve to assert his freedom. The dialogue fades as Jim regains focus,

mustering his strength to break free from the fish’s grip and resurface, gasping for air.

Jim’s physical struggle culminates in him wrenching the enormous catfish—estimated
at fifty pounds—from the water and onto the shore. The scene is both triumphant and
unsettling, as the fish’s defiant stare and relentless fight for survival mirror Jim’s own
struggles. Huck, awed by the catch, helps subdue the fish, but Jim feels no pride in the
victory. Instead, he is left exhausted and emotionally drained, washing the slime from
his arm as Huck celebrates their impending meal. The contrast between Huck’s boyish

excitement and Jim’s somber reflection is stark.

The chapter closes with Jim lying on the riverbank, physically and mentally spent. He
observes Huck’s youthful exuberance and realizes that his decision to share the harsh

truths of slavery with the boy was as much for his own sake as for Huck’s. Jim



recognizes that he needed Huck to understand the reality of their world, giving him the
choice to confront it. This moment of introspection underscores Jim’s burden of
knowledge and his desire for agency, both for himself and for those he cares about,

even as he grapples with the costs of that truth.



