
PART NINE

In Part Nine of "Anthem," the narrator recounts their experience following their escape
into the forest, focusing on the surprise encounter and subsequent union with the
Golden One. Days after their self-imposed exile, they are startled by the sound of
someone following them. They discover it's the Golden One, who has daringly followed
them into the uncharted forest. Their reunion is intense and emotional, marked by a
mutual declaration of loyalty and a shared desire to face any danger together, even at
the cost of damnation.

The Golden One expresses a profound disdain for the conformity and mediocrity of
their society, wishing to share the narrator's condemned fate rather than return to a
life of hollow, prescribed joy. This encounter evolves into a deeply symbolic gesture of
mutual recognition and acceptance, culminating in an intimate physical connection
that signifies not only their love but a rebellion against their society's strictures on
individuality and emotion.

Now living in the wilderness, they adapt quickly to their environment, emphasizing
their self-sufficiency and their new-found joy in solitude and the natural world. The
narrator describes how they and the Golden One are learning to live in harmony with
nature, outlining their daily routine of foraging, hunting, and protecting themselves
from wild animals. The world beyond the confines of their dystopian society unfolds as
one of potential, beauty, and unexplored opportunities, contrasting sharply with the
controlled, joyless existence they fled.

Their days are filled with discovery and a growing sense of liberation not just from the
oppressive laws of their city but from the mental chains that bound them to a belief in
collective identity over individual worth. The chapter closes on a contemplative note,
with the narrator questioning the very foundations of their society's beliefs on good,
evil, and the nature of joy. They imply a burgeoning philosophical and emotional



enlightenment, challenging the reader to reconsider the value of individualism and the
pursuit of personal happiness. This reflection sets a tone of optimism and defiance,
signaling a significant shift in the narrator's journey towards self-discovery and
freedom.


