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The chapter opens with Mo returning to his grandmother’s house, feeling emotionally
drained and physically hungry after a long absence. The departure of Mr. Anabin’s car
marks a moment of solitude for Mo, who longs to rest and perhaps cry, overwhelmed
by the harsh realities of bodily needs and emotional pain. Despite his exhaustion, the
presence of his grandmother’s legacy and the memories tied to her home create a
poignhant backdrop for his return, emphasizing the deep connection between family,

loss, and the passage of time.

Visitors inspired by Caitlynn Hightower’s romance novels, written under a pseudonym,
frequent the town of Lovesend and the local bookstore, drawn by the charm of her
signed works and the lavender theme. These readers, particularly young Black women
and girls, find solace and encouragement in her stories and her generosity. Caitlynn’s
willingness to nurture aspiring writers, offering advice on craft and encouragement,
contrasts with Mo’s more cynical view of romance literature, highlighting themes of

love, inclusion, and creative mentorship.

The narrative then reveals the harsh realities behind the idyllic image of Caitlynn’s
books and her life. Mo reflects on his grandmother’s death and the impermanence of
love, likening it to the fleeting freshness of pastries left on her porch, which were
routinely discarded. The emotional weight of loss and the practical absence of Mo
during his grandmother’s final days deepen his grief, underscoring the complexity of

familial love and the loneliness that accompanies it.

The chapter closes with Mo’s encounter with Jenny Ping, his grandmother’s secretary,
who has been vigilantly awaiting his return. Their interaction blends concern, humor,
and emotional support, as Jenny gently admonishes Mo for his reckless behavior and
offers comfort through tea and companionship. This moment highlights the themes of

guardianship, resilience, and the tentative steps toward healing after loss, setting a



tone of cautious hope amidst sorrow.



