
Chapter Seven

In Chapter Seven of "The Assassin and the Desert," Celaena and Ansel face the
repercussions of their risky horse theft involving Asterion mares. Their return to the
fortress reveals that their actions have been quickly reported to the Master, who is
waiting with other assassins, signaling that their stunt has serious consequences.
Celaena remains silent and submissive as they kneel before the Master, aware that her
chances of gaining his favor or training are now diminished. The ominous atmosphere
underscores the gravity of their actions, emphasizing the danger and tension that
pervade their environment, where silence and restraint are crucial for survival.

As the chapter progresses, Celaena’s memories of past abuse resurface, specifically
the violent beating she endured at the hands of Arobynn, which she had forgotten
amid her pain. This recollection intensifies her emotional state, heightening her
awareness of her vulnerability in the current moment. The Master’s disapproval is
palpable as he scrutinizes their actions, and Celaena’s attempt to explain her
impulsive decision reveals her desire to justify her behavior. Her apology is sincere,
yet her nervousness underscores her precarious position, caught between her own
instincts and the strict discipline of her captors.

The Master’s response is measured; he considers Ansel’s proposal to assign them to
stable duty as a form of leniency. Ansel’s willingness to accept responsibility and her
desire to be useful hint at her deeper motivation to find purpose beyond mere survival.
Celaena’s relief at receiving a reprieve is tempered by the awareness that her next
challenge will be her training. The Master’s subtle recognition of her effort signals a
potential shift in their dynamic, and Celaena’s cautious optimism is fueled by the hope
of finally earning his trust and progressing toward her goal of leaving the fortress.

The chapter concludes with Celaena’s physical labor in the stables, cleaning all
livestock pens—an arduous task that consumes her morning. Despite her longing to



escape the stables, her anxiety about the upcoming training session grows as she
spends the afternoon sparring and preparing for her first lesson. The scene shifts to
her secret ascent to the rooftop, where the Master awaits her in silence, overlooking
the desert. This moment marks a pivotal point, as Celaena prepares to confront her
future head-on, with the rooftop setting symbolizing both her isolation and her
determination to succeed.


