Chapter Thirty-Eight

In this chapter, Chaol Westfall strategically approaches the court of the khagan,
demonstrating his resourcefulness and determination. Despite the political tension and
the khagan’s apparent displeasure, Chaol remains composed as he enters the
meeting, concealing his true intentions behind a respectful demeanor. He covertly
coordinates with allies outside the room, showcasing his ability to leverage
connections and gather intelligence. His primary goal is to negotiate a significant arms
deal, specifically involving firelances, which are crucial for the ongoing conflict. Chaol’s
subtle tactics highlight his understanding of diplomacy and the importance of patience

in navigating foreign political landscapes.

As the meeting progresses, Chaol directly challenges the khagan’s authority by
refusing to meet with him in private, instead insisting on speaking with the foreign
trade vizier. This bold move underscores his confidence and readiness to confront
powerful figures head-on. Chaol carefully probes the trade negotiations, revealing the
scale of the arms orders and hinting at the financial resources backing them. His
questions about the cost and the volume of firelances being shipped to Rolfe and
Terrasen serve to underscore the magnitude of the military preparations and hint at
larger strategic implications. The diplomat’s calm persistence underscores the gravity

of the situation and Chaol’s resolve to influence the outcome.

The chapter also explores the underlying political tensions and the complex motives at
play. The khagan’s suspicion of Chaol’s intentions and his remark about manipulation
reflect the delicate balance of power and mistrust in this foreign court. Chaol’s
declaration of bringing treasure to fund the weapons deal emphasizes his
determination and resourcefulness, even as he navigates the dangerous terrain of
diplomacy. The scene underscores the stakes involved, including the potential

escalation of the war and the influence of outside forces. The tension between



diplomacy and war hangs heavily, with Chaol aware that his actions could sway the

course of events.

In the final moments, the khagan confronts Chaol with a philosophical reflection on
warfare, emphasizing that true combat is rooted in conviction and unwavering
purpose. The khagan’s words serve as a stark reminder of the brutal reality of war and
the importance of resolve. Chaol’'s acknowledgment of this truth reveals his
understanding of the deeper stakes involved. The chapter ends on a note of
foreboding, with the realization that the conflict is not merely about weapons or
alliances but about the fundamental nature of fighting for one’s survival and principles.
This encounter sets the stage for the larger struggle ahead, highlighting the

importance of conviction and strategic foresight.



