
Chapter 40

Chapter 40 opens with Jim asking Mr. Halloway if souls can be bought, prompting a
reflective conversation about the true nature of souls and their vulnerability. Mr.
Halloway, in response, questions the motivations behind such a notion and
contemplates the idea that the carnival doesn't merely want to acquire souls but
instead thrives on the emotional pain and turmoil that accompany human regret.
Souls, he suggests, that are weighed down with guilt and self-condemnation are the
ones that the carnival seeks to exploit. The carnival, much like an exaggerated version
of human society, feeds on the emotional suffering of individuals. It creates an
environment where people, filled with inner turmoil, are ripe for exploitation. Mr.
Halloway highlights how the carnival's success lies in preying on human weakness,
making it a sinister force that amplifies the very vulnerabilities of those it ensnares.

The conversation deepens as Mr. Halloway reflects on the concept of death, which he
argues is not a tangible force but an abstract idea that humans fear more than
anything. He believes that the carnival preys on this fear, using illusions of death and
the unknown to manipulate people’s emotions and to draw them in. This fear, he
explains, is the key to the carnival’s control over people—it doesn’t need to physically
harm them but instead causes panic and confusion by making them confront their
mortality. Mr. Halloway likens the carnival’s effects to madness, where illusions and
reflections distort reality, forcing people to face uncomfortable truths about
themselves and their fleeting existence. The carnival, by playing on these existential
fears, entices people to enter a world where their fears are magnified and their
vulnerabilities exposed. In this way, the carnival’s power lies not in physical
dominance, but in its ability to disorient and control the human mind.

The mood shifts when Will expresses his concern for Miss Foley, believing that she has
been manipulated by the carnival’s sinister forces. Mr. Halloway reflects on the nature



of the carnival’s inhabitants—creatures who were once human but have become
corrupted through years of seeking redemption from their past mistakes. These beings
are trapped in a cycle of sin and regret, and the carnival feeds off their suffering. As
they discuss possible ways to free Miss Foley and others from the carnival’s hold, the
urgency of the situation becomes clearer. It’s not just about saving one person—it’s
about stopping a force that has been feeding on human pain for generations. The
realization of this larger threat raises the stakes and forces the characters to confront
the darkness they must fight against. In this moment, their unity and resolve are
tested, as they must prepare to face not only the carnival’s manipulative power but
also the deep-seated fears and regrets that fuel it.

The atmosphere takes a dramatic turn when the boys sense an unfamiliar presence
approaching, and Mr. Halloway swiftly instructs them to hide. In a tense moment, the
boys disappear into the shadows of the library, leaving Mr. Halloway to confront the
unknown figure alone. This sudden shift in tone adds a layer of suspense and danger,
as the characters must now face the reality of an external threat. The boys’ retreat
into the darkness emphasizes their vulnerability, while Mr. Halloway’s decision to face
whatever is coming alone illustrates his willingness to protect them. This moment
intensifies the chapter’s themes of fear, self-reflection, and the carnival’s hold over the
human psyche. The fear of the unknown becomes even more pressing, and the
characters are now forced to confront not only the external dangers but also the
internal struggles that have been building. The looming question is whether they will
be able to resist the carnival’s manipulations and confront the darkness that is quickly
encroaching on their lives.


