Chapter 10

Chapter 10 of The Girl Who Played with Fire showcases Lisbeth Salander’s calculated
approach to her life, particularly as she acquires a new car and monitors the activities
of individuals linked to her past. Despite her financial freedom, she chooses a modest,
four-year-old burgundy Honda, underscoring her preference for discretion over luxury.
Salander arranges a parking space through her friend Mimmi, displaying her foresight
and desire for privacy, as she works to keep the car separate from her current
residence. This decision emphasizes Salander’s attention to detail, as she consistently
prioritizes security and control over appearances, revealing her thoughtful nature

when it comes to personal matters.

While going about her business, Salander inadvertently spots her guardian, Nils
Bjurman, at a café with an imposing man whose presence immediately sparks her
suspicion. The man’s intimidating build and cold demeanor raise Salander’s
awareness, and her instincts push her to observe them covertly. Salander’s
observations suggest that Bjurman may be involved in something dangerous, possibly
linked to a criminal network, which stirs her cautious curiosity. Her decision to follow
the two men through the city leads to a disturbing discovery of Bjurman’s association
with a gang, increasing Salander’s apprehension about his connections and potential
threats to her safety. Her actions underscore her ability to remain alert and

resourceful, even when confronted with the possibility of danger.

Later, Salander returns to her quarters at Mosebacke and proceeds to investigate
Bjurman’s computer, expecting to find clues related to his activities. Although the
computer’s contents appear dull at first, she stumbles upon a troubling folder filled
with explicit images. Most alarming, however, is the realization that Bjurman has failed
to submit his latest guardianship report, raising red flags about his conduct and the

potential misuse of his power over Salander. This discovery intensifies her suspicions,



prompting her to further investigate his behavior. Salander’s ability to uncover
discrepancies in Bjurman'’s activities demonstrates her aptitude for investigation, and

her growing distrust of him sets the stage for further action.

In a bold move, Salander installs a microphone in Bjurman’s apartment while he
sleeps, hoping to uncover more about his life and any potential incriminating evidence.
Though the recordings reveal only the mundane sounds of his daily existence,
Salander’s decision to gather more information shows her strategic mindset. Bjurman’s
chaotic and neglectful lifestyle becomes clearer, but Salander wisely chooses to
remain patient before taking further steps. This careful approach highlights her
pragmatism and her tendency to gather ample information before making decisions,

reflecting her methodical nature when confronting adversity.

At the same time, Blomkvist and his colleague, Dag Svensson, conduct their own
investigation, researching the connections between prostitution and drug trafficking.
During their investigation, they uncover the alias "Zala," a name that continues to
elude them, adding a layer of frustration to their search. As they delve deeper into
violent criminal histories and shady networks, their efforts intersect with Salander’s
own investigation into Bjurman and the dangerous men tied to him. This parallel
investigation strengthens the narrative, weaving together the separate storylines of
Salander’s personal conflict and Blomkvist’s professional pursuit of the truth, as they

each navigate a dangerous web of lies and corruption.

The chapter reaches a climax when Salander unexpectedly encounters Carl-Magnus
Lundin, a member of the Svavelsjo motorcycle club, who aggressively attacks her.
Driven by survival instincts and her keen sense of self-preservation, Salander fights
back fiercely, using her street-smart tactics and physical agility to escape the
confrontation. Blomkuvist, witnessing part of the struggle from a distance, inadvertently
highlights how their lives are becoming increasingly intertwined as they face external
dangers. This encounter not only emphasizes Salander’s resilience but also
underscores the growing danger that surrounds her. The chapter reinforces key

themes of survival, power, and the ongoing struggle for control in Salander’s world,



setting the stage for more intense developments to come.



