
Chapter 28

Chapter 28 of The Chocolate War delves into Jerry’s physical and emotional struggles
during a high-stakes football game. As Jerry charges through a play, he faces a heavy
opponent in Carter, and the collision results in an intense and painful moment. The
game is full of adrenaline, and for a brief moment, Jerry enjoys the physicality of it,
taking pride in the contact and his ability to stand strong against his opponent.
However, his moment of victory is short-lived when he’s blindsided, attacked from
behind, which leaves him disoriented and hurt. As Jerry tries to recover from the
unexpected blow, he begins to suspect that the attack may have come from his own
teammates, fueling his paranoia and adding a layer of distrust to his athletic
experience. Even though his body aches, he pushes through the pain, calling for the
next play, determined to continue and not show his vulnerability on the field. The
chapter captures the complex mix of triumph and trauma that comes with
participating in such a violent sport, underscoring Jerry’s resilience in the face of
adversity.

The chapter then shifts from the action of the football field to the eerie silence of
Jerry’s home life. As Jerry returns from the game, he is met with an unsettling phone
call. The laughter that greets him on the other end of the line is familiar but ominous, a
cruel reminder that the hostility he faces in school follows him home. When the same
unsettling laugh comes again in a subsequent call, a sense of dread pervades Jerry’s
thoughts. This disturbing interruption amplifies the tension Jerry already feels, both
physically from the game and emotionally from the psychological torment that is
mounting against him. His home, which should provide comfort and security, has now
become a place of psychological conflict, where the walls seem to echo with the
taunting sounds of his aggressors. This shift from physical pain to psychological
anxiety demonstrates the layered nature of Jerry’s experiences and the complex



effects of bullying and intimidation on his mental state.

Later in the day, Jerry faces further distress when he returns to school, finding his
personal belongings vandalized in a targeted act of aggression. His beloved sneakers
and a treasured poster have been defaced, a clear sign that someone is actively trying
to break him down. The destruction feels personal, a calculated effort to strip him of
the things that bring him comfort and identity. As Jerry looks over the damage, a wave
of vulnerability washes over him. His private space has been violated, and his sense of
safety is shattered. This vandalism is not just an act of revenge but also a form of
control, an attempt to force Jerry into submission by making him feel isolated and
powerless. The growing sense of paranoia that Jerry feels becomes impossible to
ignore as he grapples with the mounting emotional and psychological toll these actions
are taking on him. Each incident, whether it’s the attack on the football field, the
mysterious phone calls, or the vandalism at school, contributes to his unraveling sense
of security and self-worth.

Amidst the turmoil of vandalism, threatening calls, and the pressure he faces, Jerry
finds himself questioning his motives and his future actions. The final line of his
damaged poster—“Do I dare disturb the universe?”—resonates deeply with him as he
contemplates the meaning of standing up for himself in such an oppressive
environment. This reflection leads Jerry to a crucial realization: in order to reclaim his
sense of agency, he must be willing to disturb the status quo and challenge the
oppressive forces around him. Despite the mounting pressures, Jerry’s resolve begins
to solidify, and he recognizes that asserting his voice, even if it disturbs the peace
around him, is necessary for his survival. This moment encapsulates Jerry’s desire for
self-empowerment, as he comes to understand that he must act with courage in the
face of adversity, not letting the intimidation and cruelty of others dictate his actions
or his worth. The chapter leaves Jerry poised for further self-discovery and resistance,
setting the stage for the development of his character and his growing strength to
challenge the pressures that seek to control him.


