
Chapter 1

Chapter 1 unfolds in the small, quiet town of Green Town, Illinois, where an unusual
sense of tension fills the air on a chilling October day. The townspeople go about their
business as normal, yet the approaching storm carries an ominous weight, as if it’s
more than just a change in weather. As the storm draws closer, a mysterious figure, a
lightning-rod salesman, appears in the streets, dressed in dark attire and carrying a
heavy leather kit filled with odd, iron tools. His presence seems almost unnatural, a
stark contrast to the peaceful surroundings. He approaches two boys, Will Halloway
and Jim Nightshade, who are seated on a hillside, engrossed in the simple task of
making twig whistles. The boys share a deep and unique connection, born just minutes
apart on Halloween, and their friendship forms the foundation of their adventures. The
coincidence of their shared birthdate creates a bond that feels almost fated, one that
sets them apart from the rest of the world.

The salesman engages with the boys, asking for their names and if they have any
money, only to find that they are both without funds. Undeterred, he offers them an
iron lightning rod for free, warning them that one of the nearby houses is likely to be
struck by lightning in the coming storm. The rod, unlike anything they’ve ever seen
before, is adorned with strange symbols and engravings from various cultures. As they
examine the object, Jim identifies a scarab beetle among the designs, while Will, filled
with doubt, questions whether the rod can actually serve its intended purpose. Despite
their skepticism, the boys can’t help but feel a strange allure to the rod, as if the
mysterious man’s warning holds some weight. The strange symbolism and the man’s
insistence seem to make the rod more than just a simple object, stirring their curiosity
even further.

The salesman continues to explain, suggesting that some people attract lightning,
hinting that one of the boys’ homes is particularly vulnerable. He emphasizes that the



rod must be installed before the storm arrives, in order to ground the strike and
protect the house. He inspects Jim’s home closely, claiming it to be the most likely
target for the lightning, while dismissing Will’s house as less likely to be affected. The
strange man’s words, filled with both authority and urgency, raise the tension in the
air. The boys, though uncertain, can’t help but feel the weight of his words, even as
they remain unsure about the validity of his claims. The darkening sky and the
increasing rumbles of thunder make the storm feel imminent, and the unease around
them grows stronger, as if something beyond their understanding is unfolding.

As the storm looms closer, a sense of conflict builds between the boys. Jim, ever the
skeptic, downplays the danger and refuses to take the salesman’s advice seriously.
Will, however, feels an overwhelming sense of responsibility and fear for their safety.
His concern pushes him to act, and he rushes off to find a ladder, determined to install
the rod himself. The urgency grows as the storm’s approach becomes more
undeniable, with thunder cracking in the distance. Will’s determination to act, fueled
by his protective instincts, contrasts with Jim’s reluctance, creating a palpable tension
between the two. Jim, after a moment of hesitation, finally agrees to join Will, and
together, they prepare to secure the rod. Their friendship, tested by fear and
uncertainty, is strengthened in this moment of shared resolve. As the storm threatens
to unleash its fury, the boys brace for what lies ahead, unaware that this decision will
set them on a path toward unimaginable adventures. The mixture of childhood
innocence, fear of the unknown, and the bond between the two boys creates a sense
of anticipation for the challenges that await them.


