
Chapter 2

Chapter 2 of The Girl Who Played with Fire delves deeply into the disturbed mind of
Advokat Nils Erik Bjurman, whose obsession with Lisbeth Salander dominates his
thoughts. Bjurman reflects on his previous role as Salander’s guardian, a position he
abused for his sadistic pleasure. Despite his despicable actions, Salander’s defiance
and resistance have ignited an unhealthy obsession in him, as he fixates on controlling
and breaking her down. His twisted perception of her, influenced by her troubled past
and appearance, leads him to view her as an ideal target for domination, a view that
distorts his sense of reality. Even though Salander humiliated him and physically
marked him, Bjurman is unable to let go of his need for power over her. His obsession
spirals out of control, and as he replays the events in his mind, he becomes consumed
by the idea of punishing her for standing up to him.

Bjurman’s internal conflict intensifies as the reality of his loss of control sets in. The
encounter with Salander left him humiliated, not just physically but psychologically, as
she asserted dominance over him. Overcome by guilt, fear, and shame, Bjurman
becomes paranoid and unable to focus on his professional life. He retreats from his
work and immerses himself in thoughts of revenge, replaying the tattoo she left on
him as a constant reminder of his failure. This marks the beginning of his downward
spiral, as his emotions shift from guilt to an overwhelming desire to get even. Paranoia
becomes his constant companion as he hatches plans to eliminate the threat Salander
poses, focusing on the video of their encounter as a key piece of evidence. His
obsession grows as he searches for ways to gain leverage over her, which leads him to
an in-depth investigation into her past, hoping to find something that will break her
once and for all.

To further fuel his obsession, Bjurman begins to collect information about Salander’s
life, hoping to uncover any hidden vulnerability he can exploit. His search leads him to



Palmgren’s notebooks, which reveal the complexities of Salander’s troubled past.
Although some of her deepest secrets remain out of reach, Bjurman becomes fixated
on finding a way to undermine her further. His quest for revenge becomes more than
just a need to regain control—it becomes an all-consuming pursuit to destroy her
completely. He turns his focus to the incriminating video of their encounter, which he
views as the key to ending her power over him. With this goal in mind, he becomes
obsessed with locating and eliminating the video, seeing it as the final piece in his plan
to strip Salander of any remaining power. This obsessive drive becomes the
centerpiece of Bjurman’s actions, as he seeks to not only control her but obliterate her
entirely.

As Bjurman becomes more consumed by his vendetta against Salander, his life
inadvertently becomes intertwined with Mikael Blomkvist, a journalist unaware of the
personal connection between them. Blomkvist’s involvement, though indirect, sets the
stage for the unfolding events, as Bjurman’s actions begin to spiral beyond his control.
The chapter ends with Bjurman seeking out an unexpected ally who may assist him in
achieving his goal of revenge, signaling a shift toward further conflict and danger. His
plan for retaliation against Salander becomes a ticking time bomb, threatening to
unravel as he aligns himself with dangerous individuals who share his twisted goals.
The chapter illustrates the destructive power of obsession, as Bjurman’s desperation
leads him to ever darker and more violent extremes. His journey is one of moral decay,
where his desire for control and revenge blinds him to the consequences of his actions,
creating a foreboding atmosphere of imminent danger for both him and Salander.


