
Chapter 14

Chapter 14: In this chapter, Parvana stumbles upon a woman who is softly crying in
the shadows of a darkened alley, her sobs echoing through the quiet night. Initially
unsure, Parvana cautiously calls out to her, lighting several matches to illuminate the
area and find the source of the distress. She discovers the woman huddled against the
wall, her fear evident, and in an act of empathy, Parvana introduces herself, explaining
that she is pretending to be a boy named Kaseem in order to survive in the city. The
woman's silence and vulnerability resonate with Parvana, compelling her to invite the
woman to her home, offering a temporary refuge from the dangers of being outside
without a burqa, which could result in severe punishment under the Taliban’s strict
laws. This encounter highlights the harsh realities faced by women in Kabul, as
Parvana risks her own safety to assist someone in need.

Once they reach Parvana’s home, the two women sit together in quiet reflection as
Parvana forms a plan to help her new friend stay safe. Parvana, knowing the
importance of blending in with society’s expectations, decides to borrow a burqa from
Mrs. Weera to conceal the woman’s identity. As they wait for nightfall, Parvana shares
a bag of dried fruit and nuts with the woman, ensuring she has some nourishment
before they embark on their plan to leave. They quietly discuss their strategy for
escaping the oppressive streets of Kabul and blending into the darkness of the night,
far from the prying eyes of the Taliban. In this quiet moment, Parvana reflects on how
much Kabul has changed since her parents once spoke of the city’s bustling, vibrant
past, before the Taliban’s control turned it into a place of fear and oppression. The
streets, once full of life, now echo with silence and danger, and Parvana’s sense of loss
and longing for a time before the regime’s rise is palpable.

The journey through the dark, nearly empty streets of Kabul is fraught with anxiety
and danger as Parvana stays alert to the ever-present threat of Taliban patrols. As



they cautiously make their way through the city, the tension rises when they
encounter a truck filled with Taliban soldiers, a moment that amplifies Parvana’s fear
and unease. The presence of the soldiers makes her acutely aware of how little control
they have over their safety and the grave risks they face in simply trying to survive.
After navigating the tense streets, they finally reach Parvana’s home, where Mrs.
Weera welcomes them with warmth, though her concern for the woman’s lack of
appropriate attire is evident. Parvana carefully explains the events of the night,
emphasizing how crucial it is to protect Homa and ensure her safety. Mrs. Weera
listens attentively, understanding the gravity of the situation but also recognizing the
strength and courage that Parvana has shown in helping a stranger in need.

The following day, as Homa rests and recovers from the traumatic ordeal of her
escape, she opens up to Parvana about the horrific loss of her family. Homa shares her
experience of fleeing Mazar-e-Sharif, describing the violent actions of the Taliban and
the devastating toll it took on her family. Parvana listens in disbelief, her heart heavy
with the weight of Homa’s words. The thought of her own family possibly facing similar
dangers fills Parvana with dread, and the emotional burden of this new reality weighs
heavily on her. Despite Mrs. Weera’s attempts to offer words of hope and solace,
Parvana retreats into herself, overwhelmed by the grief and fear that now consume
her. She isolates herself for two days, unable to escape the crushing sense of loss and
helplessness.

Just when Parvana seems to have lost all hope, her friend Shauzia arrives to visit,
offering a much-needed spark of energy. Shauzia encourages Parvana to step outside
of her grief and re-engage with life, reminding her of the strength she has shown in the
past. Parvana, fueled by Shauzia’s encouragement, decides to rise above her despair
and begin facing her responsibilities once again. This renewed sense of purpose leads
to a growing bond between Parvana and Homa, as they form a connection born from
their shared experiences of hardship and survival. Together, they begin to navigate
the challenges of Kabul, finding moments of solace in their friendship. In a dramatic
turn of events, Parvana returns home one afternoon to find her father alive, a sight
that marks a pivotal moment in her journey. This unexpected reunion brings a surge of



relief and hope, offering a much-needed turning point in the emotional turmoil that has
enveloped her life. Parvana, with her father’s return, is reminded that even in the
darkest moments, there is always a possibility for light, and the hope for a better
future begins to take root.


