
Chapter 7

Chapter 7 begins with Will and Jim walking through the silent night, a sense of unease
surrounding them. As they move through the quiet streets, Will’s attention is drawn to
a shadow that seems to be following them. He mentions it casually to Jim, but Jim, with
his usual unflappable demeanor, reassures Will that no one is around. He also seems
to be irritated by something—likely the state of the world around them—and expresses
his frustration with a Baptist preacher he’s encountered. This early interaction sets the
stage for their adventure, and the appearance of a tumbleweed, playfully rolling across
their path, adds a fleeting moment of lightness to an otherwise tense atmosphere.
Their bond is immediately evident, as they both face the strange night ahead, with
curiosity and a touch of caution in their steps.

As they continue walking, a gust of wind suddenly carries a handbill toward them, its
paper fluttering lightly through the air. The boys watch as it lands at their feet, and
they eagerly pick it up to see what it says. The handbill announces the arrival of
Cooger and Dark’s Carnival, which is set to arrive the very next day, October 24th.
This news surprises Will, as he knows that carnivals typically end after Labor Day,
making this one seem out of place and somewhat magical. Despite his skepticism, Will
is drawn in by the excitement that Jim radiates, who eagerly reads aloud from the
handbill. The attractions listed, such as “Mephistopheles, the Lava Drinker” and “The
Monster Montgolfier,” only add to their sense of wonder. Jim’s imagination is sparked
as he pictures these extraordinary feats, while Will begins to feel a rising curiosity
about what these strange and unusual promises might mean.

The growing tension between the two friends is revealed through their differing
responses to the carnival. Jim’s excitement is palpable as he immerses himself in the
idea of the carnival and the possibilities it brings. In contrast, Will remains cautious,
trying to maintain a sense of reality and not get caught up in the fantasy. Jim’s



eagerness to dive into the adventure contrasts sharply with Will’s hesitancy, showing
the boys’ different approaches to life. Will tries to keep his feet firmly planted in the
real world, skeptical of the carnival’s authenticity, but Jim’s infectious enthusiasm pulls
him closer to the dreamlike allure of the event. As the handbill is caught by the wind
and blown away, the boys are left to wonder whether the carnival is real or just a
fleeting illusion. Will’s skepticism gives way to a growing sense of intrigue as he
contemplates the idea of a carnival arriving in town at such an unusual time.

The chapter moves forward as the boys continue their journey, eventually reaching
their homes. As they part ways, Jim, concerned that Will might be upset with him, calls
out to make sure everything is okay between them. He promises that they won’t let
any tension stand in their way again, reassuring Will that their friendship is intact.
Despite this exchange, an unspoken sense of excitement lingers in the air, a silent
agreement between them that something extraordinary is about to unfold. The sky
above is darkening with the promise of an impending storm, and the storm seems to
reflect their growing anticipation for the mysterious carnival. The sense of impending
change hangs over them both as they retreat into their homes, with the night still filled
with the possibilities of what lies ahead. The carnival represents a chance for
adventure, discovery, and the unknown, a chance for them to experience something
beyond the ordinary, and they are both drawn toward it. With the door of their homes
closing behind them, the chapter leaves readers with a feeling of eager expectation, as
if the boys' journey is just beginning and the mysteries of the carnival are about to
unfold.


