
Chapter 2

Chapter 2: In this chapter, Parvana faces the emotional and physical toll of her family’s
daily struggles in war-torn Afghanistan, living under the oppressive rule of the Taliban.
The chapter begins with Parvana's family in the midst of their routine—her mother and
sister, Nooria, are cleaning, while their father rests after a long, exhausting day of
work. Parvana, burdened with the task of fetching water, feels the weight of her
growing resentment toward the constant chores she is forced to perform. She becomes
increasingly frustrated with her responsibilities, particularly when comparing her own
heavy workload to Nooria’s less demanding role. This stark difference between their
duties leaves Parvana feeling isolated and overwhelmed, as the unfairness of her
situation looms over her thoughts. She recognizes how these burdens restrict her
freedom, making her long for a life where she isn't trapped by societal expectations.

As Parvana trudges to the water tap, she is forced to reflect on her situation and the
oppressive rules placed on her by the Taliban regime. The harsh restrictions imposed
on women, who are forbidden from leaving the house or participating in public life,
make Parvana’s world feel small and stifling. The domestic routine, filled with never-
ending cleaning and chores, has left her feeling defeated and powerless, as these
tasks offer no escape from the grim reality of her life. Despite her frustration, she
successfully fills the water tank, a small but necessary accomplishment that brings a
fleeting moment of relief. While doing so, she observes her younger sister Maryam,
who shows her artistic abilities by drawing. Parvana, inspired by Maryam’s creativity,
dares to imagine a different future—one where her sister’s talent is recognized, and
she can pursue a life outside the constraints of their current existence. However, this
dream of freedom is overshadowed by the relentless oppression they face.

The conversation within the household soon turns to the family's financial struggles.
Parvana watches in silence as her mother decides to sell some of their precious



belongings, including Parvana’s treasured shalwar kameez. This painful decision
highlights the extent of their hardship, as even the most sentimental and valuable
possessions must be sacrificed for survival. These items, once symbols of identity,
have now become nothing more than commodities to be traded for basic needs like
food. Parvana’s sense of loss deepens as she watches her family’s belongings being
set aside for sale, realizing that every sacrifice further erodes their sense of dignity.
This moment exemplifies how war not only destroys physical homes but also
dismantles emotional and cultural ties to personal belongings that once defined their
sense of self.

In the midst of these harsh circumstances, Parvana’s father tries to instill some sense
of pride and hope in his children, recounting stories from Afghanistan’s rich history and
telling them about the courageous figures who once shaped the country. These tales
provide some comfort and a temporary escape from the grim realities of their current
life. Parvana clings to these moments of connection with her father, feeling a deep
sense of familial love and respect. However, this brief respite is violently interrupted
when Taliban soldiers storm their home, bringing an end to the fragile peace they had
momentarily found. The atmosphere shifts instantly from one of shared bonding to
fear and chaos, as the soldiers demand answers from Parvana’s father about his
beliefs and education. In a shocking turn of events, the soldiers physically drag her
father from their home, taking him away, leaving the family in a state of emotional
devastation.

Parvana, despite feeling powerless, tries to protect her father and defend her family
from the soldiers’ violence. Her growing courage is evident as she steps forward,
attempting to shield her father from harm. However, her efforts are futile, and the
family is left in disarray, shattered by the brutality they have just witnessed. The
chapter closes with a sense of hopelessness, as Parvana is forced to confront the
absence of her father and the deep uncertainty that now surrounds their family. This
pivotal moment marks the beginning of Parvana’s personal struggle, one that will test
her resilience and strength as she tries to navigate a world filled with oppression,
violence, and fear. The emotional weight of the chapter resonates deeply with the



reader, providing a powerful look at the human cost of war and the toll it takes on
children like Parvana, who are left to face unimaginable challenges at such a young
age.


