
Chapter 8

Chapter 8: In this chapter, the arrival of Mrs. Weera brings a renewed sense of energy
and purpose to the household, as she announces her decision to move in with Parvana
and her family. Her presence invigorates Mother, creating a shift in the family’s
dynamic and prompting a new sense of organization. Together, Mrs. Weera and Mother
make plans to start a magazine, with each family member being assigned specific
tasks to contribute. Nooria is tasked with caring for the younger children, while
Parvana takes on the responsibility of working outside. Parvana, eager to contribute,
shows her mother the money she has earned, bringing a moment of joy to their home,
despite Nooria’s sarcastic comment about their father having earned more. This brief
exchange emphasizes the challenges and strained relationships within the family, yet
also highlights their efforts to adapt to a new way of life.

After lunch, Parvana accompanies Mrs. Weera, who, despite wearing a burqa, walks
with a distinctive stride that allows Parvana to keep up. As they walk, they discuss the
dangers posed by the Taliban and the fear they both live with every day. Mrs. Weera,
however, remains confident in her ability to handle whatever comes her way, showing
a quiet resilience that Parvana admires. During their conversation, Parvana learns of
Mrs. Weera’s tragic losses; many of her family members have been killed in the
ongoing violence. Despite these hardships, Mrs. Weera does not seek sympathy, and
her strength in the face of such loss becomes a source of inspiration for Parvana. Mrs.
Weera’s story serves as a reminder of the deep and pervasive toll that the war has
taken on families, but also of the strength that is found in survival and perseverance.

Later, Parvana helps Mrs. Weera gather her belongings, and they load them into a
karachi, a cart commonly used in the markets. Among the few possessions, Mrs.
Weera proudly shows a medal she received for her achievements in athletics, a symbol
of her past successes and a connection to her former life. This simple yet powerful



moment reveals that Mrs. Weera holds onto her past with pride, using it as a reminder
of her strength and capabilities. After their busy day, Parvana suggests taking her
younger sister, Maryam, to fetch water, which requires some coaxing from their
mother, who is hesitant to let them go outside. Maryam, unused to being outside the
house, finds joy in even the smallest things, such as splashing water on her face,
highlighting the innocence and wonder of childhood amid such a harsh environment.
This moment offers a brief respite from the constant struggle for survival, showing that
even in times of hardship, small joys can provide moments of relief.

As the days pass, a new routine begins to settle into their lives. Parvana continues her
work at the market, earning just enough to sustain her family while trying to keep
Nooria engaged and involved in household activities. Parvana also proposes taking her
mother and Nooria outside to enjoy the sunlight, a suggestion that meets some
resistance but is eventually accepted by Nooria. The siblings venture outside together,
grateful for the opportunity to experience the fresh air and sunlight, which offers a
sense of normalcy amidst the challenges they face. These small moments of freedom
and connection are essential in maintaining hope, as they provide a temporary escape
from the oppression they live under. The growing bond between Parvana and Nooria,
alongside their shared experiences, reflects the importance of family support during
such trying times.

Despite the ongoing difficulties, Parvana continues to earn a modest income, and
although the family does not openly mourn their father, the children show subtle signs
of their sadness. One day, while working in the market, Parvana experiences a brief
moment of hope when she believes she sees her father. However, as she approaches,
she realizes it is only a stranger. This moment of confusion highlights Parvana’s
emotional vulnerability and her longing for the return of her father. Shortly after,
Parvana finds a piece of cloth and a bracelet, seemingly connected to a nearby
window, hinting at a potential link to someone important. This discovery adds a layer
of mystery to the narrative, suggesting that there may be more to uncover in the
unfolding story. In a lighter, humorous moment, Parvana encounters a tea boy who



turns out to be a girl from her class, adding an unexpected twist to her daily
experiences. This encounter introduces a touch of humor and surprise into the
otherwise heavy chapter, providing Parvana with a new perspective on the world
around her.

This chapter intricately weaves together moments of resilience, hope, and mystery,
offering readers a glimpse into the emotional complexities of Parvana’s life. Through
her interactions with Mrs. Weera and Shauzia, and her evolving role within her family,
Parvana navigates a changing family dynamic while dealing with the emotional weight
of her father’s absence. The chapter reflects the ongoing struggle for survival amid the
harsh realities of Kabul, but it also highlights the importance of family support, small
joys, and the ever-present hope for a better future.


