
Chapter 15

Chapter 15: In this chapter of The Breadwinner, Parvana experiences a deeply
emotional reunion with her father after his release from prison. His appearance has
dramatically changed—his once-white shalwar kameez is now worn and torn, and his
face is pale and gaunt. Despite these changes, Parvana immediately recognizes him,
and her reaction is filled with overwhelming joy and relief as she clings to him. The
men who bring him home explain to Mrs. Weera that they found him outside the
prison, barely able to move, and thank her for the effort she had made to secure his
release. This reunion brings a sense of hope to Parvana, but it also highlights the toll
that her father’s time in prison has taken on him, both physically and emotionally.

Over the following days, Parvana becomes her father's primary caregiver, attending to
his needs as he begins to recover from the physical abuse he endured in prison. With
Mrs. Weera’s gentle care and support, his health improves slowly, though it is clear
that he remains fragile. Parvana takes comfort in the fact that her father, despite his
weakened state, is finally able to see her for who she has become. Her father notices
the changes in her, acknowledging both her role as his daughter and the role she has
had to take on as the family’s provider. As she continues to work and provide for them,
she brings him food and helps care for him, fulfilling both her familial duties and
responsibilities as a young girl forced to grow up quickly in a harsh environment.

Parvana’s life is further brightened by the presence of her friend Homa, who has
started learning English at school. Homa shares moments of lightness with Parvana’s
father, engaging him in conversation and causing him to laugh—a rare moment of joy
amid the constant struggles they face. The bond between the two girls deepens, and
Parvana begins to feel a glimmer of hope for her future, imagining the possibility of a
unified family once again. However, her hope is short-lived when her friend Shauzia
reveals that her family plans to marry her off, triggering Parvana’s deep fears of losing



yet another close friend. The chapter paints a picture of emotional contrast, where
fleeting moments of joy are overshadowed by the looming threats of societal pressures
and personal loss.

Amidst the uncertainty of her circumstances, Parvana becomes determined to
reconnect with her mother and siblings, who have been displaced in Mazar. She hears
about the refugee camps, which gives her the hope of reuniting with her family,
despite the uncertainty of the journey ahead. She discusses the possibility with her
father, who, though still weakened from his time in prison, agrees that they should
attempt the journey. The decision to search for her family is fraught with challenges,
but Parvana is steadfast in her resolve, fueled by the desire to bring her loved ones
back together. The chapter encapsulates themes of hope and resilience, as Parvana
takes on a leadership role within her family while also grappling with the responsibility
of caring for her father.

As they prepare for their journey, Parvana takes a moment to honor a symbol of
shared humanity and hope amidst the despair. In the market, she plants wildflowers to
pay tribute to "the Window Woman," a figure representing the strength and beauty
that can exist even in the darkest of times. An elderly man assists her in this act,
reminding Parvana of the importance of finding beauty in the midst of hardship. This
simple, yet profound gesture underscores the theme of finding solace and meaning in
the smallest acts of kindness, even when the world around them is harsh and
unforgiving. It serves as a reminder that, even in the most challenging circumstances,
hope and beauty can still emerge.

The chapter ends with a bittersweet farewell as Shauzia shares her plans to leave for
Pakistan, while Parvana dreams of a future reunion in Paris many years down the line.
As their paths diverge, Parvana is left with mixed emotions—hope for the future, but
uncertainty about what lies ahead. She contemplates her journey, now embarking on a
new chapter with her father by her side, prepared to face the challenges of an
uncertain future. The complexity of her feelings—hopeful yet unsure—reflects the
emotional depth of her journey, one that combines strength, resilience, and the



unknown. Parvana’s ability to find hope amid the turmoil of her life speaks to the
resilience of the human spirit, even in the most trying times. With a sense of purpose
and the love of her father, she steps forward into an uncertain future, ready to face
whatever challenges come her way.


