
Cassidy

Cassidy spends several weeks reflecting on the aftermath of a devastating fire that
barely spared the Whispering River. During this period, she embarks on a mission to
locate two boxes she believes hold crucial memories from her past. One day, while
borrowing her father's truck to work at the hot springs, she makes an unexpected
discovery—inside the rearview mirror, she finds a lockbox that instantly sparks
recognition. She knows instinctively that the boxes she seeks are hidden inside this
lockbox. After some careful maneuvering and retrieving the keys from her father’s
jeans, Cassidy opens the lockbox. What she finds inside are two cardboard boxes, each
filled with items that serve as a bridge to her past, unlocking a flood of forgotten
memories.

As Cassidy digs through the contents of the boxes, she uncovers a concert poster
featuring a silhouette of a violinist at a place called The Paradise Lounge. A wave of
laughter escapes her as she remembers how her father’s obsession with jazz likely led
him to keep such a memento. But when her eyes land on the name Wynton Fall on the
flyer, a sharp connection to a boy from her past overwhelms her. Cassidy's thoughts
race as she recalls how Wynton’s music once resonated with her own pain, adding
layers of complexity to her feelings toward him. The seemingly simple discovery
becomes a pivotal moment, as the ties between her father and the Fall family,
including Wynton, become painfully clear.

Cassidy continues to sift through the box, and the significance of the items inside
becomes even more striking. Among the memorabilia are photos of Wynton, his
brother Miles, and their mother Bernadette, deepening the connection to the family
she once knew only from a distance. The impact of this discovery is
profound—Wynton, Miles, and a young girl named Dizzy were not just names from the
past but siblings, each named after famous jazz musicians. Cassidy realizes that her



father, Dexter Brown, had an intricate connection to the Fall family, a realization
supported by articles about Theo Fall, Wynton’s father, and his mysterious
disappearance. This discovery leaves Cassidy grappling with a tangled web of family
history that intertwines with her own in ways she never expected.

As the puzzle pieces start to fit together, Cassidy encounters more revelations,
including a journal written by her great-grandmother, Maria Guerrero. The journal
offers a glimpse into the tragic history of the Fall family, including the heartbreaking
events that led to their downfall. Cassidy becomes overwhelmed by the realization
that these people, who had once seemed distant, might be her own family. Her
emotions surge as she processes the implications of this newfound connection. The
romantic feelings she once harbored for Wynton clash with the stark reality that they
might be connected by blood, adding layers of complexity to her already conflicted
emotions.

In the wake of these discoveries, Cassidy begins to entertain the possibility that she
and Dizzy could play a crucial role in healing the rift that has divided their families for
generations. She reflects on her father’s abandonment, the unfolding narrative of love,
loss, and identity, and the deeply personal revelations about her own family history.
Cassidy is forced to confront her feelings of betrayal—both in her father’s choices and
her own growing emotions toward Wynton. This moment of realization marks a turning
point for Cassidy, as she grapples with the emotional weight of her discoveries and the
potential to bridge the gaps in her fractured family. As the truth continues to unravel,
Cassidy realizes that the answers she seeks lie not only in the past but also in the
decisions she makes moving forward.


