Chapter 7

Chapter 7 of The Chocolate War introduces Emile Janza in a rather unexpected
situation as he is caught siphoning gas from Carlson's car in the school parking lot.
Despite Archie’s sudden appearance, Emile remains unfazed and even laughs off the
encounter, casually explaining that he's simply gathering his fuel for the week. Archie,
sensing an opportunity for insight, presses Emile by questioning what he would do if
Carlson confronted him. The irony is not lost on Archie, as Carlson is too passive and
weak to challenge Emile’s actions. Emile responds with confidence, showing no fear of
any potential consequences and revealing his manipulative nature. Emile, though
physically small and seemingly harmless, holds power over his peers, and he enjoys
dominating them in various subtle ways. This interaction serves as a perfect
illustration of Emile’s character—a person who, despite his small size, thrives on

controlling and manipulating others, particularly those he views as weak or passive.

Emile’s manipulation goes beyond petty acts like stealing gas; it extends to his
interactions in the classroom, where he has perfected the art of causing disruption
without getting caught. He is a master of strategic positioning, often sitting in places
where he can distract and irritate teachers, ensuring that the classroom atmosphere is
charged with tension. His disruptive behavior is calculated, and he understands the
weaknesses of both his peers and authority figures. Emile’s peers, most of whom avoid
confrontation, become easy targets for his pranks and subtle intimidation. Whether he
is taking someone’s lunch or humiliating a classmate with a well-placed comment,
Emile finds power in exploiting the passive nature of those around him. His actions
reveal a deep understanding of human psychology, particularly how people tend to
avoid conflict, and he uses this knowledge to gain control. His enjoyment comes not
from the physical act of domination but from the mental game he plays, manipulating

those who are too timid to stand up to him.



Despite his reputation for mischief and manipulation, Emile is far from unintelligent.
Though he may not apply himself academically, he has a keen mind for social
dynamics and an understanding of how to use people to his advantage. Emile has
coasted through school, making the most of his ability to navigate social situations
with minimal effort, relying on his charm and the fear he inspires. However, his actions
are not just about creating chaos; they reflect a deeper longing for connection and
respect. Emile's need for recognition is evident, particularly in his admiration for
Archie, whom he views as a powerful figure in the school. Yet, even with this
admiration, Emile’s relationship with Archie is complicated by a sense of fear and awe.
He yearns to be seen as someone important, someone worthy of respect, but struggles
to connect on a deeper emotional level. There are moments where Emile contemplates
opening up to Archie about his true feelings and insecurities, yet he refrains, unable to
bridge the gap between his facade of toughness and the vulnerability he hides
underneath. This internal conflict highlights Emile’s complexity, revealing that he is not
just a bully but a young person struggling with his identity and his need for

acceptance.

As Archie walks away from their conversation, Emile is left alone with his thoughts,
reflecting on his desire to join The Vigils. The longing to be part of the group is more
than just a desire for companionship—it represents his need for validation and a sense
of belonging. Like many adolescents, Emile is searching for a place where he can feel
important and recognized, where his actions, no matter how extreme, will earn him the
respect he craves. The chapter delves into the theme of social hierarchies, illustrating
how people like Emile often act out in destructive ways in a bid to gain control and
recognition. Despite his outward bravado and often cruel behavior, Emile is motivated
by a profound insecurity and fear of being insignificant. The chapter weaves these
complex themes of power, vulnerability, and identity, giving readers a deeper
understanding of Emile’s inner turmoil. His quest for belonging is relatable and
universal, reflecting the turbulent nature of adolescence, where the desire for
acceptance can drive individuals to make questionable choices. Emile's character

becomes a symbol of the internal conflict many face when trying to find their place in



the world, highlighting how the struggle for recognition can lead to manipulation and

disruption in an attempt to feel seen.



