
Chapter 2

Chapter 2 of The Chocolate War delves deeply into the psychological tension between
the protagonist, Obie, and Archie, a senior at Trinity High. Obie is caught in a whirlwind
of conflicting emotions as he admires yet resents Archie, sensing both the power that
Archie holds over him and his own growing frustration. The chapter opens with the two
of them sitting on the bleachers, and Obie’s feelings of boredom and exhaustion
become palpable as he is trapped in a conversation that is both tedious and
confrontational. The fact that Obie is already late for work only adds to his irritation,
making the situation even more unbearable. Archie, with his usual cocky, charismatic
demeanor, continues to speak casually about his disdain for authority and religion,
knowing well that his provocative words will annoy Obie. This conversation exposes
the delicate balance between their relationship, where Obie is clearly influenced by
Archie’s magnetic personality but also struggles with the burden of living under his
expectations and influence within The Vigils, the secretive school organization they are
both a part of. This chapter highlights the dynamic of power and control, where Obie is
forced to navigate his own morals while trying to maintain his social standing.

As the discussion progresses, it becomes clear that Obie is torn between asserting his
independence and being pulled by Archie’s manipulative charm. The conversation
shifts to recent school assignments, and Archie casually provides names for a
mysterious mission tied to The Vigils, asking Obie to record them without much
explanation. Despite the vague nature of the task, Obie dutifully writes down the
names, sensing that something more sinister lies behind the assignments. The
inclusion of Norman Stanton, a freshman, with the word "sidewalk" as his assigned
task, hints at the disturbing nature of The Vigils' operations. What seems like a
harmless task is, in reality, another step in the group's manipulation and coercion,
adding to the tension of the moment. As Obie writes the names, he feels increasingly



uncomfortable with the situation but is unable to break free from his role within the
organization. This internal conflict demonstrates Obie's struggle between loyalty to
Archie, the need for social acceptance, and his growing awareness of the darker side
of The Vigils. His unease highlights the subtle but strong influence Archie has over him,
creating a sense of foreboding as the chapter moves forward.

The most intense moment of the chapter arises when Jerry Renault’s name is
introduced. Jerry, who has been grieving the recent loss of his mother, becomes an
unexpected target for The Vigils’ cruel games. Obie, who has a genuine sense of
concern for Jerry, is disturbed by Archie’s cold and detached suggestion to make him
the next victim of their manipulation. This sharp contrast between Obie’s empathy and
Archie’s indifference highlights the moral divide between the two characters. Obie’s
discomfort grows as he listens to Archie, who treats Jerry’s grief with utter disregard,
seeing it only as an opportunity for more power and control within The Vigils. Despite
his inner resistance, Obie finds himself reluctantly going along with the plan,
succumbing to Archie’s pressure. As he records Jerry’s name alongside the cruel task
of “chocolates,” Obie’s moral dilemma becomes evident. His action, though outwardly
following Archie’s wishes, represents a deeper struggle within himself—a fight between
his own values and the loyalty he feels to the organization. The chapter closes on this
haunting moment, leaving the reader with a sense of sorrow and unease, as Obie’s
decisions set the stage for the emotional and moral consequences that will unfold later
in the story. The chapter portrays the complex emotions of adolescence, where power,
peer pressure, and the quest for social belonging often overshadow personal morals,
leaving a lingering sense of melancholy over the choices made in moments of
weakness.


