Chapter 8

Chapter 8 begins with The Goober, a fifteen-year-old boy who experiences a sense of
calm and empowerment when running. Each stride he takes in the open air allows him
to escape the self-consciousness and insecurities that typically hold him back. His
awkwardness, acne, and the shyness he struggles with disappear in the midst of the
rhythmic motion. Running gives him a space where he is free from judgment, where
the awkwardness of adolescence fades away, and he can find joy in simply moving. In
these moments, his mind sharpens, and he is filled with an overwhelming sense of
determination, as though he can achieve anything that lies ahead. The act of running
pushes him beyond his physical limits, teaching him to relish in the strength and
endurance his body has to offer. The community around him also recognizes his talent,
as they cheer him on and shout playful words of encouragement as he sprints down
the street, celebrating his speed. These interactions, though simple, reinforce his
sense of belonging and confidence, reminding him that there is more to his identity

than his insecurities.

Despite these uplifting moments, the chapter soon takes a dark turn when The Goober
finds himself trapped in an uncomfortable and unnerving situation in Brother Eugene's
homeroom. He has been assigned a task by The Vigils, and the weight of this
responsibility settles heavily on his shoulders, filling him with a sense of dread. As he
stands in the room, every detail seems to become amplified— the cold, empty
furniture, the flickering light as the day shifts into night, and the strange, unsettling
silence that hangs in the air. These factors work together to create an atmosphere of
tension and fear, as The Goober is left alone with his thoughts. He feels the oppressive
nature of the task that lies before him, and it overwhelms him. The thought of failure
becomes a constant worry, as he fears disappointing not only his peers in The Vigils

but also himself. The pressure grows stronger with each passing moment, and the



task, which originally seemed manageable, becomes a symbol of his deepest
anxieties. The Goober is trapped in this nightmare-like scenario, haunted by his inner

doubts and the feeling that the assignment might consume him.

The passage of time only heightens The Goober's feelings of isolation. The once
familiar classroom now feels alien and hostile, as the sounds around him take on a
nightmarish quality. The silence, broken only by faint creaks and echoes, makes his
thoughts swirl in a haze of fear. His childhood nightmares, long buried in his mind,
resurface in full force,-and he finds himself lost in a sea of dread and uncertainty. Just
as he reaches the peak of his emational turmoil, @ sound from the hallway catches his
attention. It is a simple noise, but it signals the arrival of something unexpected. The
Goober realizes that he is no longer alone. A group of his masked classmates enters
the room, and though their presence initially fills him with fear, their intentions soon
become clear. They are not there to harm him; instead, they offer help with the task at
hand. The leader of the group, speaking through the mask, emphasizes the importance
of completing the assignment, yet there is a strange comfort in his words. Although
the gravity of the task is not diminished, The Goober feels a slight release from the
pressure, as the burden of responsibility is shared. What once seemed impossible to
accomplish alone is now made achievable through the combined effort of the group.
The classmates work together to finish the task, and in doing so, The Goober
experiences a sense of camaraderie and support that he had not anticipated. The
shared effort of the group shifts his perspective, showing him that even the most
daunting tasks can be overcome when people work together. By the end of the
chapter, The Goober not only completes the assignment but also gains an important

lesson about the power of unity and the strength found in collaboration.



