Chapter 39

Chapter 39 of The Chocolate War takes a closer look at the uneasy relationship
between Obie and Archie, focusing on the manipulative power dynamic that defines
their interactions. As the chapter begins, Obie expresses his concern for the future,
warning Archie about the potential consequences of his actions. Archie, however,
dismisses his worries with a sarcastic remark, referring to a sermon by Brother Jacques
and claiming that he has already heard enough preaching for one evening. They sit in
the bleachers together, observing the aftermath of an incident, reflecting on a recent
event where Archie had chosen Renault to carry out a task. The night cools, and Obie’s
thoughts begin to drift as he surveys the scene around him. The goal posts catch his
attention, triggering a fleeting memory that slips away, highlighting his internal
conflict and increasing sense of uncertainty. This moment sets the tone for the rest of
the chapter, where Obie’s internal struggle contrasts sharply with Archie’s air of

indifference and control.

The tension between the characters escalates when Obie expresses his disdain for
Leon, who had watched the fight unfold from a distance. Archie, unfazed and as
calculating as ever, casually admits that he had tipped Leon off anonymously. He
justifies this by saying it was to entertain him while ensuring their safety should things
go wrong, further showcasing his manipulative and self-serving tendencies. Despite
Obie’s warnings about the potential consequences of their actions, Archie remains
firmly in control, confident that he is always a step ahead of those around him. This
manipulation is a key part of their relationship, with Archie constantly maneuvering to
stay in a position of power while Obie is left questioning the future. Obie’s concerns
about the consequences seem to go unnoticed by Archie, who continues to carry out

his plans with apparent ease and without fear of the repercussions.



As their conversation continues, Archie’s cynical attitude shines through. He
sarcastically comments on the events of the evening, subtly suggesting that he
understands both Obie and Carter better than they might think. His remarks veer into
the realm of dark humor, implying that the next “black box” maneuver will likely
succeed, or that another similar figure like Renault might appear. This conversation
illustrates the ongoing power struggle between the characters, with Archie remaining
completely indifferent to the warnings and concerns of those around him. His
detachment and manipulation suggest that he sees himself as an untouchable force,
able to navigate through situations without facing any real consequences. Meanwhile,
Obie’s genuine concern for the consequences of their actions stands in stark contrast
to Archie’s carefree attitude, further highlighting the division between the two. Obie’s
sense of foreboding seems to go unheeded, leaving him in a constant state of unease

as Archie maintains his dominance over him.

The chapter also delves into Archie’s preoccupation with something as trivial as food,
which serves to highlight his superficiality in the midst of the ongoing drama. As the
conversation turns to the missing chocolates that were stolen during the chaos, Archie
casually asks about their whereabouts. Obie confirms that the chocolates are gone and
that Brian Cochran is holding the money for a drawing scheduled for the following
week. However, Archie remains uninterested in this detail, shifting his focus instead to
his hunger, which illustrates his ability to focus on immediate, self-centered desires
rather than the larger implications of the situation. This moment serves to underscore
Archie’s selfish and shallow nature, as he remains fixated on small concerns while
larger issues continue to unfold around him. The chapter concludes with both
characters sitting in silence, their conversation having dwindled as they prepare to
leave. This silence is significant, as it mirrors the emotional distance between the two
characters and the inevitable consequences of their actions that loom over them, even
if they are not immediately apparent. The chapter’'s end leaves a sense of foreboding,
hinting that while the characters may continue in their manipulative ways for now,

they cannot escape the repercussions of their actions forever.



