Chapter 26

Chapter 26 of The Chocolate War marks a significant turning point in Jerry's emotional
journey, as he grapples with feelings of isolation, rejection, and defiance. The chapter
begins with Jerry making a phone call, one he hopes will be a step toward connecting
with Ellen Barrett, a girl he often notices at the bus stop. His excitement is palpable as
he imagines this could be the start of a meaningful interaction, but his hopes quickly
unravel when Ellen’s voice on the other end is not as welcoming as he had hoped. She
mentions a "Danny," a name that Jerry doesn’t recognize, and this small detail sets off
a wave of jealousy and confusion. His initial sense of excitement rapidly turns into
frustration as he realizes that he is not a part of the conversation she is having—he

feels like an outsider, disconnected from her world in a way he had not anticipated.

As the conversation unfolds, Jerry’s attempts to introduce himself fall flat. He stumbles
through his words, unsure of how to explain who he is and why he’s calling. Ellen,
sensing his uncertainty, accuses him of trying to prank her, which only heightens
Jerry’s feelings of rejection and embarrassment. The harshness of her response,
particularly the word “crap” as she abruptly ends the call, leaves him stunned. In this
moment, the idealized image of Ellen that Jerry had created in his mind crumbles,
replaced by the harsh reality of an interaction that did not go as he had hoped. The
experience forces Jerry to confront the emptiness of his expectations and the folly of
assuming that a mere smile could form the foundation for a connection. The phone call
becomes a metaphor for Jerry’s broader struggles, as he begins to see the parallels

between this awkward encounter and his resistance to the chocolate sale.

This moment of failure with Ellen pushes Jerry into deeper reflection on his actions and
the choices he’'s made. He sees his refusal to sell the chocolates as another defiant
move, one that mirrors the vulnerability he felt during his call to Ellen. Just as he had

risked embarrassment and rejection by calling her out of the blue, Jerry had similarly



taken a stand against selling chocolates, despite the immense pressure from Archie
Costello and the Vigils. This realization gives him a sense of clarity and empowerment.
For the first time, Jerry recognizes that the defiance he’s exhibited—whether in his
failed phone call or his resistance to the chocolate sale—has allowed him to assert his
identity. He is beginning to see that standing up for what he believes, even when it

brings discomfort, is a form of strength.

As Jerry reflects on his choices, he feels a deep sense of liberation. The rejection he felt
from Ellen no longer feels like a blow to his ego, but rather a part of his broader
journey toward self-realization. There’s a certain exhilaration in knowing that he has
made a decision based on his values, regardless of the consequences. For the first
time, Jerry fully embraces the chaos of his choices, feeling a strange sense of
buoyancy and empowerment. He begins to understand that by rejecting the
chocolates, he has rejected the oppressive forces around him, refusing to conform to
their demands. This defiance, though not without its struggles, marks the beginning of
Jerry’s self-discovery. His actions, though isolated and unpopular, are a manifestation

of his inner strength.

Seeking solace after the turbulent phone call and his growing internal conflict, Jerry
retreats to his kitchen, where he finds comfort in a simple act of indulgence—eating
ice cream. The kitchen, in its quiet solitude, becomes a space for Jerry to gather his
thoughts and reaffirm his resolve. As he eats, he repeats aloud the decision he has
made regarding the chocolate sale, feeling the weight of his words. This act of
speaking to an empty room symbolizes Jerry’s commitment to his stance, reinforcing
his resolve in the face of adversity. In this private moment, Jerry realizes that his
decision not to sell the chocolates is not just a rejection of authority, but a declaration
of his individuality. It is a clear affirmation that he is willing to face whatever

challenges come his way in order to stay true to himself.

By the time Jerry finishes his ice cream, his sense of empowerment is undeniable. The
phone call and its subsequent rejection have no longer held power over him. Instead,

Jerry has embraced the chaos of his choices and the uncertainty they bring. He



recognizes that his defiance has become a powerful form of self-assertion, a way for
him to carve out his own path despite the pressures around him. The turmoil he
experienced, whether in the form of rejection from Ellen or the collective pressure
from his peers, has transformed into a source of strength. He now understands that
personal growth often requires embracing discomfort and making choices that may not
always lead to immediate rewards, but that ultimately shape him into the person he is
becoming. This chapter marks a turning point in Jerry’s journey, one where he moves

beyond external expectations and embraces the complexities of his own identity.



