Miles

Miles finds himself sitting in the truck beside Felix, with their dog Sandro wedged
between them as they speed toward the hospital. The journey feels heavier than usual,
carrying not only the weight of the anticipation of Wynton’s condition but also the
emotional tension between him and Felix. As they drive, Felix suddenly reveals the
shocking news that he is likely to go blind, a fact that hits Miles harder than he
anticipated. Miles, initially misunderstanding, assumes Felix is referring to something
even more serious, but as Felix continues, the gravity of the situation becomes clearer.
Their conversation becomes a delicate balance between humor and fear, with Felix
laughing and finding joy in the world despite the overwhelming odds he faces. His
ability to find moments of appreciation for life amidst such uncertainty is both inspiring
and heartbreaking to Miles, who watches his friend struggle with something so
monumental. Felix’s perspective on life begins to shift in Miles' eyes, and the

connection between them deepens, even in the face of such a profound diagnosis.

During their ride, as the truck hums along, Felix confides in Miles about something that
has been weighing on him—the faces of his loved ones. Felix admits that he has
become almost obsessed with the idea of memorizing the faces of those around him,
especially his dear friend Eddie. This moment of vulnerability reveals a side of Felix
that Miles had not yet fully seen, as his friend starts to confront not only the physical
changes but also the emotional impact of his condition. Felix’s confession sparks
something inside Miles—a mix of empathy and deeper affection. Despite the heaviness
of Felix’s situation, Miles finds himself drawn to him in a new way, feeling both
protective and increasingly attuned to Felix's emotional state. The space inside the
truck seems to shrink around them, the air thick with the unspoken words and the
growing closeness between them. The simple, quiet touches and shared moments in

the confined space of the vehicle mark the beginning of a subtle but undeniable shift



in their relationship.

When Felix reveals that he plans to leave for Colorado and attend culinary school, a
silence falls over the truck, and the air grows heavier still. The news lands like a weight
on Miles' chest, and he struggles to find the right words to express his disappointment
and fear. Miles realizes that the bond they had shared is now at risk of being stretched
too thin, as Felix’s departure looms large in his mind. It forces Miles to re-evaluate
everything—the connections he has with the people in his life, especially with Felix,
and the depth of their-emotional-connection. As Miles contemplates his feelings, he
also faces the realization that while his brother Wynton,battles for his life, he too must
confront his own inner battles. Miles resolves to support Felix, even as his heart aches
at the thought of the distance between them. In a moment of sudden clarity, Felix
grabs Miles, admitting that despite the looming separation, he feels an overwhelming
emotional connection with him. This raw confession sparks a kiss between the two,
one that ignites something deeper within both of them, solidifying a bond that was

previously undefined but now unmistakably real.

The chapter ends on a bittersweet note, as the emotional intensity of the kiss lingers in
the air between Miles and Felix. As the two boys part from each other, Miles is left
reflecting on everything they’ve shared—both the adventures and the deep emotional
moments. He understands that the connection between them, though complicated and
uncertain, has shaped him in ways he hadn’t expected. The thought of visiting Felix in
Denver gives Miles hope, though doubts about the future of their relationship cloud his
optimism. In this final moment, the chapter explores the complexities of love,
friendship, and self-discovery, as Miles comes to terms with his feelings for Felix while
also realizing that life’s journey is often unpredictable. The emotional farewell serves
as a reminder of how fleeting moments can define a person, and how love, in all its
forms, helps guide us through the most difficult of times. This chapter perfectly
captures the essence of navigating personal relationships while confronting the

challenges of growing up and facing the unknown.



