
Chapter 22

Chapter 22 of The Girl Who Played with Fire takes readers deep into Lisbeth Salander's
investigation, where she starts by searching for information about Alexander
Zalachenko. In her pursuit of truth, she discovers that Zalachenko is not listed in the
police criminal register, indicating a lack of criminal history in Sweden. This discovery
raises suspicion, and Salander realizes there is more to Zalachenko's story than meets
the eye. She is soon interrupted when a message pops up on her ICQ, signaling that
someone is watching her. The unexpected contact leaves Salander on edge, forcing
her to be cautious in her responses and emphasizing her desire to keep her actions
private.

Salander, always resourceful, turns to Plague, her hacker friend, for help in accessing
information that could bring her closer to understanding Zalachenko's connections.
Initially dismissing his offer, Salander soon recognizes that she needs his skills to dig
into the investigation further. Plague agrees to help and hacks into Prosecutor Richard
Ekström's computer system, quickly uncovering vital information. This information
reveals that the police, along with Milton Security, have been actively searching for
her. Salander is now in the crosshairs, as the investigation turns toward her, with both
the authorities and private security trying to track her down. The realization that she is
being pursued puts her in a vulnerable position, but Salander is not one to back down.

As the investigation intensifies, Salander uncovers that Ekström has been leaking
confidential police reports to the media. These leaks have been carefully crafted to
portray her as a criminal to the public, manipulating the media narrative in an attempt
to ruin her reputation. Salander is infuriated as the walls close in, but a particularly
upsetting revelation emerges: her close friend, Miriam Wu, has become entangled in
the mess, caught up in the media frenzy. This development causes Salander a great
deal of guilt, as she never intended for her personal issues to harm her friends. The



pressure of being depicted as a criminal in the media, combined with the damage to
those she cares about, propels Salander to take action and confront those who are
orchestrating this smear campaign.

As the chapter unfolds, Salander begins reflecting on her past actions while preparing
for the challenges ahead. She knows that the coming confrontations will not be easy,
so she adopts a disguise to protect herself. She wears a blonde wig and uses a forged
Norwegian passport, allowing her to stay one step ahead of those looking for her.
Salander heads to the crime scene in search of any clues that might connect Bjurman
to Zalachenko, hoping to uncover more details that could shed light on the
investigation. Her investigation leads her to Bjurman’s apartment, where she searches
for documents that could potentially expose the conspiracy she is entangled in.

Throughout the chapter, Salander demonstrates her determination and intelligence.
Despite the mounting pressure, she maintains her composure and focuses on
uncovering the truth. She is willing to go to extreme lengths to ensure that justice is
served, even if it means facing personal risks. The emotional weight of the situation
becomes more apparent as Salander’s past, her relationships, and the toll the
investigation takes on her weigh heavily on her. The chapter reveals her resilience, as
she navigates the complexities of the case and prepares for the inevitable
confrontations that await her.

In the end, Chapter 22 not only sheds light on Salander’s meticulous approach to her
investigation but also highlights the personal sacrifices she must make in her quest for
justice. Her actions in this chapter build momentum for the challenges that lie ahead,
establishing her as a force to be reckoned with in the search for truth. As the
investigation grows more complex, Salander’s determination and intellect are put to
the test, showcasing her ability to stay focused on her goals despite the obstacles she
faces.


