
Chapter 14

Chapter 14 of The Girl Who Played with Fire focuses on the growing tension and
mystery surrounding Lisbeth Salander and the murder investigation that has become
central to the story. Modig, determined to track down Nils Bjurman, attempts to
contact him several times but gets no response. Her frustration mounts as she visits
his apartment in Odenplan, but even after questioning his neighbors, she fails to
gather any information about his whereabouts. With the door to his apartment still
unanswered, Modig’s sense of unease heightens, and her concern deepens. Her
persistence finally pays off when Bjurman’s phone rings, and she notices that the door
is unlocked. Taking a cautious step inside, Modig feels a growing sense of dread,
unsure of what she will find but knowing that the situation is likely to be dire.

Inside the apartment, Modig’s instincts prove right when she spots a Colt Magnum box.
The sight of the box increases her anxiety, prompting her to draw her service weapon
in preparation for whatever might lie ahead. The worst of her fears are confirmed
when she discovers Bjurman’s lifeless body lying on the bed with a gunshot wound to
the back of his head. Realizing the severity of the situation, Modig quickly exits the
apartment, still holding her weapon, and attempts to contact Inspector Bublanski, but
is unsuccessful in reaching him. With no time to waste, she calls Prosecutor Ekström to
report the body, providing the exact time of her call. Modig’s actions underscore the
gravity of the situation, and her immediate decision to notify the proper authorities
reflects the seriousness of her discovery.

Meanwhile, outside the building on Lundagatan, Faste and Andersson are stationed,
waiting to arrest Lisbeth Salander. Based on their previous investigations, they believe
that Salander may be involved in the murders, despite some initial reluctance from the
prosecutor to officially label her as a suspect. This suspicion is fueled by a combination
of circumstantial evidence and their growing belief that she may be connected to the



deaths of Svensson and Johansson. Later, Bublanski confirms the news of Bjurman’s
death, aligning with their worst fears. In light of this development, Faste and
Andersson decide to issue an alert for Salander, suspecting her involvement in the
string of murders. As this unfolds, Blomkvist is drawn deeper into the investigation,
grappling with Svensson’s death and the unfinished manuscript that seems to hold
critical clues about the case.

Blomkvist, together with Berger, begins to strategize on how to proceed with
publishing Svensson’s work, all while struggling with the personal toll of recent events.
They are not only facing the grief of losing colleagues but also the implications of
Svensson’s research, which seems to point toward corruption in powerful institutions.
The manuscript could reveal explosive details about the sex trade and its connections
to high-ranking officials, further complicating the investigation. As they navigate these
complex issues, Blomkvist and Berger realize the stakes are higher than ever. They
are not just involved in a journalistic investigation—they are now part of a much larger
struggle that involves exposing deep corruption and powerful forces that have a
vested interest in keeping the truth hidden.

The chapter weaves together investigation, character development, and mounting
tension. The discovery of Bjurman’s body marks a key moment in the plot, setting off a
chain of events that will push the story into darker, more dangerous territory.
Blomkvist’s role in uncovering the truth becomes more critical as the investigation
reveals connections that go beyond a simple murder case. The complex layers of
intrigue, betrayal, and corruption are laid bare, as the characters grapple with the
moral and personal implications of the unfolding events. With the threat of violence
and hidden agendas looming large, the stage is set for the investigation to delve even
deeper into a web of lies that threatens to unravel everything the characters thought
they knew. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of urgency, eagerly anticipating
the next steps in the investigation and the characters’ quests for justice.


