
Chapter 19

Chapter 19 of The Girl Who Played with Fire follows Blomkvist as he dedicates an
entire day to reviewing Svensson's materials, specifically looking for any connections
to Zala. During his investigation, Blomkvist uncovers a folder on Svensson’s computer
that contains several documents, including references to a person named Irina P. and
a police contact by the name of Gulbrandsen. Unfortunately, when Blomkvist attempts
to make contact with Gulbrandsen, he discovers the officer is away, leaving him no
closer to understanding the significance of these new leads.

Blomkvist’s investigation takes a darker turn when he examines an autopsy report and
learns that Irina P. met a violent and gruesome death. The police have speculated that
the killer may have been one of Irina’s clients, but the connection between her death
and Zala remains unclear. Despite the lack of solid evidence, Blomkvist is intrigued by
Svensson’s filing of Irina under Zala’s name. This raises questions about the true
nature of the relationship between the two, prompting Blomkvist to dig deeper, though
no definitive connections are immediately found.

As Blomkvist continues to examine Svensson’s documents, a clearer picture of Zala
begins to form, though it is one filled with uncertainty. Zala appears to be an elusive
figure with ties to the criminal underworld, but Blomkvist finds that many of the notes
on Zala are unverified and lacking proper documentation. These discrepancies cause
Blomkvist to question the reliability of the information he has gathered. His loyalty to
Lisbeth Salander begins to waver as doubts about her involvement in the case creep
in, despite his belief in her character and the crucial role she played in saving his life.
Blomkvist, who is aware of Salander’s past with hacking thefts, remains determined to
help her, trusting that she is fundamentally good at heart and deserving of support.



Meanwhile, Blomkvist meets with Berger to discuss his investigative plans. He shares a
list of individuals he intends to interview, and she offers him her BMW to assist with his
efforts. However, given the potentially dangerous nature of the investigation, Berger
insists that Blomkvist take precautions, including carrying Mace for protection.
Blomkvist, aware of the risks involved, assures Berger that he has a plan in place,
revealing that he has kept Mace from Salander’s belongings as a means of
safeguarding himself during his interviews with potentially dangerous individuals.

Blomkvist’s investigation leads him to a breakthrough when he and Modig discuss the
whereabouts of Svensson’s computer. They note a break in the case that occurred on
the day of the murders, linking the computer’s last known location to key moments in
the investigation. As the story progresses, Blomkvist receives a phone call that sets up
a meeting with Björck, an individual connected to Svensson’s research. This meeting
raises suspicions about Goggles, a questionable figure in the case, and Miriam Wu, a
prostitute with ties to Svensson’s findings. Blomkvist begins to unravel a complex web
of connections that point toward Zala, whose shadow looms large over the
investigation. This meeting further intensifies Blomkvist’s belief that Zala is at the
center of the conspiracy.

Throughout these developments, Blomkvist grapples with the ethical dilemmas of his
actions. He finds himself questioning the morality of those he is investigating,
especially those who may have taken advantage of vulnerable individuals. The
narrative of corruption and abuse within the system becomes increasingly apparent as
Blomkvist uncovers more of the truth. As the investigation progresses, Blomkvist’s role
in exposing the darker elements of society becomes clearer, revealing the personal
and professional challenges he faces in navigating a world filled with deceit and
betrayal. The events of Chapter 19 mark a significant turning point in Blomkvist’s
journey as he confronts the complexities of the investigation and the moral cost of
uncovering the truth.


