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The chapter opens with Susannah waking up alone, confronting the familiar solitude
and internal conflict that define her daily existence. She anticipates a day marked by
mundane misery at work and potentially fraught interactions with her family,
particularly Laura and Daniel. Despite the emotional stagnation between her and
Daniel, who is briefly home from Ireland, Susannah remains entrenched in a life where
change feels impossible. Her sense of disquiet persists, underscoring a lack of clarity
about what needs fixing or how to move forward.

At work, Susannah immerses herself in making lattes and engaging with routine
customer banter, finding small solace in the repetitive tasks. Her colleague Billy’s
inventive drink specials, like "Frosty the Snowman" and "Ice, Ice Babys," add a touch
of levity to her day. When Susannah notices Thomas sitting alone at a table, she
recalls her recent, unreciprocated apology to Mo regarding a personal matter. The
arrival of familiar faces from her past and the social inquiries about Daniel highlight
her peripheral role in his life, yet she chooses to invite Thomas home, signaling a
tentative step toward connection.

The narrative shifts as Susannah guides Thomas through a neighborhood adorned with
festive and unconventional holiday decorations, revealing a blend of tradition and
eccentricity in her community. Their conversation reveals contrasts between Thomas
and Daniel, with Thomas’s mysterious background and subtle sarcasm marking him as
an outsider. Upon reaching Susannah’s house, they encounter her neighbors, Lissy and
Dakota, engaged in creating "Spoonhenge," a circle of silverware intended for a
magical rite to summon winter. Despite initial skepticism, Susannah agrees to
participate in the late-night ritual, reflecting her openness to the mystical and
communal aspects of her environment.



The chapter closes on an intimate note as Susannah invites Thomas inside,
contemplating the rarity of such social warmth in her life. Their easy interaction and
his genuine smile suggest a budding connection, offering a moment of respite from her
usual isolation and emotional turmoil. The clean, welcoming home stands as a
metaphor for Susannah’s tentative hope for renewal and belonging, even as she
remains acutely aware of the complexities that define her relationships and inner
world.


