
Cassidy

Cassidy’s life has been shaped by the tension between her internal desires for a sense
of belonging and the harsh realities of her fractured relationship with her mother,
Marigold. Living in a series of RV parks, Cassidy seeks solace in an idealized version of
life she finds through online videos about family dynamics and animal rescues. The
sanctuary she seeks in these videos serves as a stark contrast to her life at home,
where her mother’s struggles with alcoholism and emotional neglect define the
household atmosphere. As Cassidy watches these videos, she longs for the type of
family connection that seems so elusive to her, and she feels the crushing weight of
responsibility for her mother’s well-being, even though she is only a child herself. The
sense of isolation she experiences is compounded by her overwhelming desire to
shield herself from the weight of her reality.

During family gatherings, Cassidy’s loneliness becomes more pronounced. She hides
under layers of coats, desperately trying to find comfort in their weight, as though it
might shield her from the rawness of the pain that she’s too young to fully understand.
Despite the apparent safety of these moments, the illusion is shattered when she
experiences a traumatic event at one of these parties, which forces her to confront her
vulnerability and the reality of her situation. Her internal turmoil grows as she
struggles with intense feelings of guilt, shame, and self-blame, which only push her
further into isolation. Each passing day feels heavier than the last as Cassidy tries to
navigate the complexity of her family dynamics, feeling more and more alone in her
silent suffering.

As Cassidy’s fourteenth birthday approaches, the unresolved tension within her family
reaches a breaking point. The careless behavior of her mother on this day forces
Cassidy to face a painful reality, which becomes undeniable when she has a
confrontation with Marigold. In this heart-wrenching exchange, Cassidy finds the



courage to speak about the trauma she’s experienced and how it’s affected her
deeply. This moment of vulnerability, although liberating in some ways, exposes the
deep fissures in their relationship, leaving both mother and daughter grappling with
the consequences of their words. Cassidy’s emotional conflict becomes even more
intense as she struggles to reconcile her desire for her mother’s affection with the hurt
caused by her repeated abandonment.

After this confrontation, Marigold attempts to make up for her neglect by taking
Cassidy on a birthday trip to nature. This brief respite offers Cassidy a fleeting sense of
love and care, reminding her of the simpler joys in life. The mother-daughter bond
seems to temporarily heal as they share moments of peace in the natural world.
However, Cassidy’s hope for a lasting connection is shattered when she awakens to
find Marigold gone, with nothing but a note indicating that her mother is seeking help.
This sudden abandonment triggers an overwhelming sense of panic in Cassidy, who is
left alone to face the reality of her mother’s continued instability.

Desperate to make sense of the situation, Cassidy decides to take the RV, Purple Rain,
and pursue her mother, hoping to find her and restore some semblance of the bond
they once shared. However, her journey quickly spirals out of control, as the chaos of
her emotions begins to overwhelm her. The reckless decision leads to an accident that
forces Cassidy to confront the limitations of her independence, realizing that she can
no longer navigate her pain and confusion alone. As she processes the events that
unfold, Cassidy is left to face a profound realization about her identity and the
emotional weight of her life’s journey. This chapter beautifully encapsulates the
complex dance between self-discovery, loss, and the search for a deeper connection
with those we love. Cassidy’s emotional transformation is a poignant exploration of the
resilience of the human spirit in the face of abandonment and confusion.


