
Chapter 38

Chapter 38 of The Chocolate War immerses Jerry in a disorienting experience filled
with pain and confusion. As he lies in a dark and seemingly suffocating state, voices
calling his name break through the disorienting haze, gradually bringing him back to
consciousness. The warmth and wetness of his surroundings contrast sharply with the
deep, throbbing pain he feels, which is a harsh reminder of the violence he endured.
His pain and vulnerability are compounded by the presence of his friend, The Goober,
who cradles him gently and urges him to remain calm amidst the chaos. As Jerry
struggles to process the overwhelming sensations, memories of the boxing match
flash through his mind, highlighting the intensity of his injuries and his broken state.
This moment underscores Jerry's feeling of powerlessness, both physically and
emotionally, as the aftermath of the brutal fight begins to sink in.

As Jerry slowly regains clarity, a disturbing realization settles in—he has become
acutely aware of the deeper manipulation at play. It dawns on him that the
expectations placed upon him were not of his own making but rather the result of
forces beyond his control. He desperately wants to convey this to Goober, encouraging
him to see the importance of resisting the pressure to conform to the desires of others.
Jerry recognizes that Goober, like him, has been manipulated into fulfilling roles that
may not align with his true wants or values. His efforts to articulate this truth are
hindered by his physical pain, making the struggle to communicate his realization
even more palpable. As Jerry wrestles with the agony of his body and mind, he feels
the weight of this discovery, realizing that the fight was not just against Janza but
against a larger system of manipulation orchestrated by those in power.

Meanwhile, Archie, the key instigator of the violence, displays an alarming lack of
concern for Jerry’s injuries, dismissing the event as nothing more than a natural
outcome of the fight. His cavalier attitude contrasts sharply with the gravity of the



situation, as he shows little empathy for the pain Jerry has endured. This indifference
to the consequences of the match prompts a confrontation from Brother Jacques, who
accuses Archie of failing to anticipate the chaos that could have resulted from the
fight. Brother Jacques’ criticism highlights the leadership struggle within the faculty, as
he sees Archie’s actions as reckless and irresponsible. In contrast, Leon, another
teacher, defends Archie, suggesting that the incident was simply the result of youthful
exuberance and not a reflection of malice or poor judgment. This debate between the
teachers reveals the differing views on responsibility, control, and discipline within the
institution, adding to the complexity of the moral conflicts the characters face.

As the chapter draws to a close, the ominous sound of an ambulance siren signals the
reality of the aftermath, making it clear that there are consequences to the violence
and manipulation that have taken place. The siren serves as a sobering reminder of
the physical and emotional toll that has been exacted on Jerry, as well as the
consequences that lie ahead for the others involved. The contrasting dynamics
between the characters—Archie’s indifference, Brother Jacques’ concern, and Leon’s
defense—highlight the underlying themes of manipulation, moral conflict, and the
struggle between individual desires and collective expectations. These dynamics
further complicate the relationships between the characters, as each faces their own
inner conflict about what is right and wrong. The chapter leaves readers with a sense
of foreboding, suggesting that the characters’ actions will lead to even greater
consequences as the story continues to unfold, setting the stage for the next phase of
Jerry’s struggle.


