
Chapter 64

Chapter 64 of All the Colors of the Dark begins with Misty Meyer boarding a bus
alongside Joseph Patch Macauley, marking the start of a journey that highlights the
growing connection between them. Misty, excited by the new experience, likens the
bus ride to a long car trip, her enthusiasm shining through despite the heat that
accompanies their travels. Their destination is Branton, where they help Patch hang
posters on a southern pine utility pole, a seemingly simple task that brings them closer
as they work together in the sweltering conditions. After completing their task, they
take a break at a bus stop, where Misty shares some personal anecdotes, including her
quirky collection of snow globes and her initial confusion about her two dogs, which
she mistakenly thought were related. This moment of shared laughter marks a
lighthearted exchange, helping to further strengthen their bond.

As the day progresses, the mood between Misty and Patch shifts, becoming more
introspective. Their conversation deepens as they reach the edge of a tranquil lake,
where they lie together, watching as twilight gives way to the stars overhead. Misty
opens up about the difficulty her father faces when discussing certain topics, hinting at
the emotional complexities regarding Patch’s return. She explains that while he is seen
by some as a hero, he is also a reminder of the trauma that people prefer to forget.
Amid the beauty of the evening and the serenity of the lake, Misty admits her physical
attraction to Patch, adding a layer of vulnerability to their growing relationship. This
intimate exchange is filled with unspoken feelings and a deepening emotional
connection that sets the stage for the more personal revelations to follow.

The chapter takes a poignant turn as Misty becomes emotionally overwhelmed,
sharing her inner struggles with Patch. In response, Patch offers reassurance, helping
to comfort her while reflecting on the nature of tragic choices and mistakes. He
emphasizes that the decisions made during painful circumstances were unavoidable,



offering a perspective on personal growth. Misty’s tears and Patch’s words create a
raw and honest moment between them, as they discuss the impact of their pasts on
their current selves. The dialogue touches on themes of trauma, personal growth, and
the process of learning from life’s inevitable mistakes. As Patch reflects on the notion
that mistakes are simply stepping stones, his understanding of life’s complexities
deepens, and his bond with Misty grows stronger. The emotional weight of their
conversation helps to reveal the layers of their personalities, with both characters
confronting their pasts and grappling with the effects of their respective histories.

As the evening progresses, Patch walks Misty to meet her friends outside the Palace 7,
a transition that shifts the focus from their intimate conversation to the reality of the
social world they must face. Misty prepares to rejoin her group, which includes Chuck,
and Patch contemplates the burden of their shared history, feeling as though he is a
source of weight in her life. The emotional depth of this moment is highlighted when
Misty expresses a profound truth—that everything she has enjoyed in her life is
something Patch has been deprived of, a comment that emphasizes his enduring pain.
As Misty walks across the street to her friends, Patch is left to grapple with his feelings
of inadequacy. He wishes he could express that his past lacks significant loss, as he
had very little to begin with. This moment encapsulates Patch’s internal struggle,
revealing his deep-seated feelings of not being enough, despite the emotional intimacy
shared earlier in the evening.

The chapter masterfully captures the emotional complexity of Patch and Misty’s
relationship, showcasing their vulnerability and the gradual unraveling of their pasts.
Patch’s internal conflict about his role in Misty’s life is starkly contrasted with her open
acknowledgment of the pain he carries, offering a window into the intricacies of their
bond. Through their interactions, the narrative delves into the complexities of love,
trauma, and self-worth, allowing readers to understand the characters on a deeper
level. The exploration of Patch’s feelings of inadequacy and Misty’s emotional
expression provides a nuanced look at the human condition, demonstrating how
personal history, pain, and connection intertwine. As the chapter closes, the emotional
weight of their shared moments lingers, setting the stage for further exploration of



their evolving relationship in the chapters to come.


