
Chapter 11

Chapter 11 opens with Berto, the pilot, reflecting on the harrowing events that took
place during a recent sortie, in which three members of the team lost their lives. His
reaction, cold and detached, stands in stark contrast to Cat, who is visibly shaken and
distressed by the tragic outcome. The tension in the cockpit is thick as Cat confronts
Berto, accusing him of failing to warn them about the presence of the deadly creepers,
which ultimately led to the devastating mission result. Berto, embarrassed and at a
loss for words, offers a brief apology but attempts to justify his actions, which only
serves to intensify the argument. The heated exchange between Berto and Cat
underscores the deep emotional divide and the weight of the responsibility each
member carries, especially when it comes to the lives lost in the course of their duties.

Once they land, the team faces the fallout of the tragic mission and seeks an audience
with their superior, Marshall. He is furious, his anger palpable as he demands an
explanation for why they prioritized their survival over the safety of Mr. Dugan, whom
they were supposed to retrieve despite the threat posed by the creepers. The narrator
tries to explain their decision, citing the mission's objectives and the difficult choices
they had to make in the heat of the moment. However, Marshall is unrelenting,
expressing his displeasure with their reasoning and emphasizing the critical
importance of their actions given the colony’s dwindling population. The meeting
becomes a tense standoff, with Marshall’s harsh words only serving to deepen the
frustration and guilt that the crew members are already feeling after the loss of their
comrades.

As the day winds down, Cat and the narrator find themselves sitting together in the
cafeteria, reflecting on the difficult events they’ve just faced. The atmosphere in the
room is heavy, as the survivors process their grief and the emotional toll the mission
has taken on them. Cat, frustrated by Marshall’s insinuation that her judgment was



clouded by her feelings toward the narrator, defends herself vehemently, asserting
that she remained professional despite the personal nature of their relationship. The
conversation turns light-hearted briefly as they joke about the situation, but the
underlying tension remains, with both characters struggling to make sense of the
complex emotions and moral dilemmas they are now confronting. The chapter paints a
picture of a team grappling with loss, blame, and the psychological burden that comes
with their dangerous work in an unforgiving environment.

Later in the chapter, the narrator shares a quieter moment with Nasha, and the
complexity of their relationship begins to unfold. Their conversation is marked by a
mix of humor and introspection, as they discuss the bizarre circumstances surrounding
the recent losses in the colony. They voice concerns over the mysterious creepers,
whose ability to breach the colony’s defenses without detection raises significant
doubts about their safety and the reliability of their current defenses. Despite the
lighter moments in their exchange, a palpable sense of unease lingers, as both
characters realize that they may be facing an enemy they do not fully understand. The
uncertainties surrounding the creepers and the general safety of the colony have left
both of them questioning the stability of their world and the future of their mission.

As the chapter draws to a close, the narrator is haunted by unsettling dreams and
visions, which suggest that the trauma they’ve experienced on Midgard is far from
over. These vivid dreams serve as a manifestation of their deep-seated fears and the
psychological toll of their existence in such a dangerous, unpredictable environment.
The narrator struggles with a sense of disorientation, as they confront the emotional
scars left by their experiences and the uncertainty of what lies ahead. These dreams
leave the narrator overwhelmed by a growing sense of dread and fear for their future,
as they must navigate the harsh realities of life in a colony constantly under threat.
The chapter leaves readers with a sense of foreboding, highlighting the emotional and
mental strain the characters are under as they face the bleak and unforgiving world
they inhabit. The uncertainty surrounding their survival and the unsettling nature of
their existence continue to overshadow their efforts, leaving the future hanging in the
balance.


