
Merci

Merci is an emotional and reflective dedication chapter in Merci, The Art Thief, in which
the author expresses heartfelt gratitude to a variety of individuals and groups who
have been instrumental in shaping their creative journey. The chapter, rich in
appreciation, provides insight into the strong community of people who supported and
influenced the author’s artistic development, as well as the individuals who inspired
their understanding of the complex world of art. The tone is respectful and thoughtful,
giving the reader an intimate window into the connections that have shaped the
author’s journey. This dedication acts as a tribute to the pivotal relationships and
experiences that laid the groundwork for the narrative that follows.

The chapter begins with the dedication, “my Louvre,” which specifically highlights Jill
Barker Finkel, whose relationship to both the art world and the author’s life appears
significant. This initial acknowledgment introduces a theme of personal connection to
the arts, suggesting that art’s deep personal significance is shared within the author’s
family. The phrase “my little Pompidous” follows, dedicating this section to Phoebe,
Beckett, and Alix Finkel, who seem to represent a close-knit and supportive family
environment. Their shared passion for art becomes apparent, further emphasizing the
importance of family in shaping the author’s worldview and experiences with
creativity.

The author then moves to acknowledging Stéphane Breitwieser, a figure described as
“a curiosity cabinet unto himself.” This description reflects an admiration for his
unique approach to art, one that perhaps challenges traditional expectations in the art
world. This acknowledgment underlines the author's appreciation for individuality and
the boldness that comes with defying conventional boundaries. Following this, the
section praises the "chief curators," such as Andrew Miller, Stuart Krichevsky, Paul
Prince, and Gary Parker. These curators are recognized for their guiding influence,



contributing invaluable wisdom and expertise that helped shape the author’s
understanding of art.

Further acknowledgment is given to the "appraisers, aesthetes, and connoisseurs,"
which includes Bill Magill, Mike Sottak, Ian Taylor, and others, a group that embodies
the diverse and ever-evolving field of art appreciation. The mention of these
individuals reflects the author's recognition of how critical voices from different
backgrounds have contributed to the larger conversation about art. This section
emphasizes the importance of not just artistic creation but the critical analysis and
thoughtful discourse that surrounds it. Art is shown to be a living, breathing entity that
requires the participation of many, from the artists to the critics to the collectors and
beyond.

The subsequent sections bring attention to the “early impressionists,” further
showcasing the influence of art history and its integration into the present moment.
The "early impressionists" represent a bridge between past and present, suggesting
the ways in which artistic movements have continued to shape how we view and
interpret art. The final tribute is directed toward “the muses, iconoclasts, and
provocateurs,” those bold individuals who consistently challenge established norms
and push the boundaries of creativity. This section demonstrates the author’s deep
respect for innovation and rebellion in the art world, acknowledging those who have
dared to think differently and bring forth new ideas.

Throughout this dedication chapter, the author weaves together a rich tapestry of
names and influences, all of whom contributed in some way to their journey. It
becomes clear that the author’s understanding of art is not isolated, but rather shaped
by a diverse group of thinkers, creators, critics, and family members. The dedication
reflects the collaborative nature of the art world and highlights the ways in which each
person’s influence contributes to the broader narrative of creative expression. The
tone throughout the chapter sets a reflective stage for the narrative that follows,
urging readers to consider the interconnectedness of art and the way in which each
influence, whether big or small, plays a crucial role in shaping artistic endeavors. This



section is a testament to the power of community and the importance of recognizing
the contributions of those who help shape one’s creative vision.


