
CHAPTER II -Damaged Goods

In Chapter II of "Damaged Goods" by Eugene Brieux, George Dupont, a young man,
visits a doctor's office, seeking advice on a personal and sensitive matter. He is angst-
ridden, suspecting he may have contracted syphilis, and seeks confirmation and
guidance from the physician, who is depicted as robust and authoritative, adorned
with a red rosette signifying honor. George nervously confesses his fear and his duty
to ensure he poses no risk to others, emphasizing his relatively prudent lifestyle
compared to many of his peers.

The doctor dismisses George's attempts at self-justification with a stark reality: even a
single risk is enough for infection. He conducts a blood test, leaving George alone
amidst the opulent office, fraught with worry. Upon return, the doctor confirms
George's worst fear: he is indeed infected with syphilis. Despite George's shock and
denial, the physician remains impassive, educating him on the prevalence and
seriousness of the disease.

George's despair is palpable as he contemplates the ruin of his future, fearing social
ostracization and the collapse of his engagement to Henriette, whom he deeply loves.
The doctor’s stern advice against marriage stands as a moral directive—an emphasis
on responsibility over personal desires. George's initial refusal to reconsider his
marriage plans portrays a battle between societal expectations and ethical
imperatives. The narrative unfolds as a poignant exploration of the personal versus the
collective, focusing on George’s internal turmoil and the broader implications of his
choices on others’ lives, culminating in an intense confrontation where the doctor
passionately urges George to postpone his marriage to avoid infecting his fiancée and
future offspring.

The professional becomes personal as the doctor, in a blend of anger, frustration, and
empathy, implores George to recognize the gravity of his condition and its potential



harm to innocent lives. The chapter delves into themes of moral responsibility, the
ignorance surrounding sexually transmitted diseases, and the societal stigma attached
to them. George’s journey through denial, anger, bargaining, and reluctant acceptance
reflects a profound moral awakening, induced by the harsh truths laid bare by his
confidante and healer. It culminates in a moment of profound decision-making,
illustrating the harrowing choices faced by individuals at the intersection of personal
health and moral duty.


