
Chapter 8: The Sound of the Sun

Chapter 8: The Sound of the Sun opens by contrasting the glitzy image of
California—its beaches, Hollywood glamour, and booming tech hubs—with the more
grounded reality of Stockton. Situated at the confluence of the San Joaquin River and
various larger trade routes, Stockton represents a crossroads of both history and
opportunity. In 1975, Linda and Roger Adams arrived in this city with hopes of
providing a better life for their two young boys, Kirk and Keith. Having roots in
Inglewood, where they worked tirelessly, the couple was driven by the stories of their
families’ migrations from Oklahoma in search of prosperity and stability.

Stockton’s rich past, marked by the gold rush and significant developments in
agriculture, has shaped its diverse character. However, it has also struggled with
challenges such as poverty and segregation, reflecting the complexities beneath its
colorful mosaic of cultures. The Adams family, despite their hopes for a brighter future,
faced the added weight of navigating personal challenges, notably their son Keith’s
profound deafness, which remained undiagnosed for months. Settling into their new
Californian life was difficult as they balanced adjusting to the city’s dynamics with the
overwhelming concern for Keith’s development, which seemed to stall.

Linda's growing concerns about her son’s development were initially dismissed by
medical professionals, but everything changed when she noticed Keith’s lack of
response to a loud dinner bell. It was a moment of clarity that led to a visit to the John
Tracy Clinic, where Keith was finally diagnosed with profound deafness. Roger, feeling
angry and helpless, struggled with accepting the diagnosis, viewing it as a flaw that
would impede Keith’s future. Meanwhile, Linda, driven by her love for her son, stepped
up as his primary advocate. Faced with the daunting task of navigating a new city and
learning about deafness, she embarked on a journey to ensure that Keith’s needs were
met, despite the emotional turmoil and uncertainty surrounding her son’s condition.



Although the road ahead seemed filled with obstacles, Linda and Roger remained
determined to give their son a fighting chance. Linda began experimenting with
various speech and sound awareness techniques, though the results were often
frustratingly minimal. The breakthrough came when Linda’s sister, Mary, introduced
sign language to Keith, sparking an entirely new way of communication. This shift
allowed Keith to engage in a way he hadn’t before, offering him a new perspective on
the world and fostering hope for his future.

With the support of Dale Delp, a sign language teacher, Linda and Roger threw
themselves into learning sign language. This new skill not only helped Keith
communicate more effectively but also deepened the emotional bond between mother
and son. Linda's approach to motherhood shifted dramatically as she worked to
connect with Keith on his terms. The family's journey underscores the importance of
communication, not just in overcoming barriers, but in fostering deeper connections
within families. Through the perseverance of Linda and Roger, and their willingness to
embrace new learning methods, they found a way to bridge the gap between Keith’s
deafness and the world around him, ultimately illustrating the power of adaptability in
the face of adversity.

This chapter highlights the resilience and dedication required to help a loved one
navigate a profound challenge. Linda’s commitment to finding the right way to
communicate with Keith proved transformative, both for her son’s development and
for their family dynamic. It also shows how embracing new methods and learning from
others can unlock potential in ways previously thought impossible. The power of
communication—whether through speech, sign language, or other forms—was the key
to fostering a deeper understanding of the world for Keith, allowing him to thrive
despite the challenges of his condition. In this story, communication becomes not just
a tool for education, but a lifeline for emotional and social connection.


