
Chapter 32

Chapter 32 of The Chocolate War follows Jerry as he experiences an overwhelming
emotional and physical toll from the brutal beating he endured at the hands of his
peers. The pain from his injuries is both a physical and emotional burden, and as Jerry
reflects on his vulnerability, a deep longing for safety overwhelms him. In the darkness
of his room, memories of his mother bring tears to his eyes, amplifying his sense of
isolation. Despite his suffering, Jerry remains resolute in his decision not to give in to
the pressures of his classmates and refuses to sell chocolates, showcasing his defiance
in the face of relentless bullying. His determination stands in stark contrast to the
physical agony he endures, revealing his inner strength and unwillingness to be broken
by those who wish to control him. This moment marks a critical point in Jerry's journey,
where his emotional resolve becomes as significant as his physical pain.

As Jerry makes his way home, he is overwhelmed by a deep sense of shame and fear,
attempting to conceal his bruises and injuries from the world. On the bus ride home,
the elderly passengers remain oblivious to his distress, underscoring his sense of
solitude and the disconnection he feels from those around him. Upon arriving at home,
Jerry enters the quiet space of his house, longing for comfort and a brief escape from
his reality. He retreats into the privacy of a bath, hoping the warm water will ease his
aching body and provide some relief. His father’s absence at home provides Jerry with
a temporary sense of peace, as he can nurse his wounds without further concern or
judgment. Yet, despite the temporary relief, the sense of unease lingers, highlighted
by the telephone's incessant ringing that disrupts the fragile peace Jerry has managed
to create.

The ringing of the telephone breaks the silence, intensifying Jerry’s anxiety. The
pressure to answer and demonstrate his strength looms over him, but when he finally
picks up, he is met with nothing but mocking laughter. This interaction leaves Jerry



feeling more isolated, as the absence of a meaningful conversation only reinforces his
sense of being misunderstood and alone. His mind drifts back to memories of
childhood, where innocent voices once called his name with affection, but now, those
same sounds morph into cruel taunts that haunt him in the night. This contrast
between past innocence and present cruelty underscores the emotional toll Jerry is
experiencing, as the safety and comfort of his younger years are stripped away by the
harsh reality of his current situation. The darkness of his emotional landscape deepens
as he wrestles with his thoughts, unable to escape the ridicule that now defines his
existence.

As the night wears on, Jerry’s fear intensifies when he glimpses the shadows of boys
outside his window. The sight serves as a chilling reminder of his vulnerability and the
ongoing threat of confrontation. Once fearless and full of life, Jerry now feels paralyzed
by fear, unable to act as he once did in his carefree days. This stark transformation
highlights the profound impact that bullying has had on his sense of self, turning his
world from one of innocence to one of constant anxiety. The chapter's atmosphere
shifts further as Jerry’s father enters the scene, weary and concerned, but unable to
fully understand the extent of his son’s emotional and physical turmoil. His father’s
exhaustion reflects the larger strain the harassment has placed on their family,
revealing the toll of Jerry's suffering on both of them. In this emotionally charged
environment, Jerry is torn between protecting his father from additional pain and
grappling with his own need for peace and resolution.

The night is fraught with tension as Jerry continues to struggle with his emotional
state. Despite his exhaustion, the ringing phone and the echoes of taunting voices
prevent him from finding any rest. The continuous anxiety that fills his life is made
manifest in his dreams, where the phone’s ring remains a constant reminder of his
emotional turmoil. In these moments, Jerry must confront his internal conflict between
defiance and vulnerability, caught in the struggle to find peace amidst the chaos that
surrounds him. This chapter encapsulates the weight of Jerry’s emotional journey,
highlighting the internal battle between his fear and his refusal to submit, while
illustrating the profound impact that bullying has on an individual’s psyche.


