
Chapter 12: Fame

Chapter 12: Fame tells the inspiring journey of the California School for the Deaf,
Riverside (CSDR) Cubs football team, whose extraordinary season brought them
recognition beyond the deaf community. Their winning streak, which extended well
into October, was not just a series of victories but a momentous achievement for deaf
athletes everywhere. The Cubs' success was a symbol of resilience, proving that
communication barriers did not limit their potential. Their unwavering determination
resonated deeply with the deaf community of Southern California, inspiring many who
had long sought recognition in mainstream sports. The team’s remarkable
performance turned them into local heroes, attracting alumni and supporters eager to
witness history unfold.

One of the most outstanding moments of the season was when Phillip Castaneda, a
key player for the Cubs, delivered an extraordinary performance against Desert
Chapel. His impressive display of athleticism resulted in four touchdowns and 232
rushing yards, a feat that reflected not just his skill but also his perseverance in
overcoming personal hardships. The field became his proving ground, where years of
dedication and relentless effort culminated in one unforgettable game. Castaneda’s
journey was not just about football; it was about proving that adversity could be
conquered with persistence. His story resonated with many who understood the
struggles of being underestimated due to communication barriers.

As the Cubs' success grew, former players and alumni returned to the school,
rekindling memories of their own time on the field. For many, watching the Cubs
dominate their opponents was a moment of validation, proving that deaf athletes
could thrive in competitive sports. Coaches, past players, and families—many of whom
were deaf themselves—shared how being part of the team had transformed their self-
confidence and sense of belonging. Among them was Jeremias Valencia, a former



basketball record-holder and father of Jory Valencia, one of the team’s standout wide
receivers. The Valencia family had relocated from southern Arizona to Riverside in
pursuit of better opportunities, a decision that ultimately shaped Jory’s athletic
journey. His presence on the field was a testament to his family’s resilience,
demonstrating that overcoming obstacles led to greater achievements.

As the Cubs approached their highly anticipated game against Desert Christian,
excitement reached a fever pitch. With an impressive 10-0 record, the team had
positioned itself as a powerhouse, garnering admiration from the deaf community and
beyond. A journalist covering their journey was struck by the unique energy
surrounding the team, particularly the way communication took place in complete
silence. Unlike traditional high school football games, where cheers and play calls echo
through the stadium, CSDR’s environment was different. Players relied on hand
signals, visual cues, and seamless teamwork, proving that language barriers were no
obstacle to strategic excellence. This distinctive approach to the game captured
widespread attention, leaving spectators in awe of the team’s synchronized play.

As word of the Cubs' success spread, national media outlets took notice, propelling
them into the spotlight. News agencies, including NBC and ABC, featured segments on
their journey, highlighting how their story was breaking stereotypes about deaf
athletes. The overwhelming support led to unexpected opportunities, including an
invitation to participate in the prestigious Super Bowl coin toss. The recognition
extended beyond the players, with their dedicated coach, Keith Adams, being named
coach of the year. These milestones were more than accolades; they represented the
shift in societal perception of what deaf athletes could accomplish when given the
right platform. Their achievements became a beacon of hope for others who aspired to
break down barriers in sports and beyond.

However, with fame came new challenges, especially for some players unaccustomed
to the public eye. Trevin Adams, a naturally reserved athlete, found the sudden
attention overwhelming. The media exposure required the players to adjust to a
newfound level of visibility, an aspect they had never experienced before. While the



recognition was a dream come true for many, it also meant stepping outside their
comfort zones. The journey of the Cubs was no longer just about winning games—it
was about advocating for inclusivity and proving that deaf athletes deserved a place in
the sports world. Their triumphs on the field had ignited a national conversation about
accessibility, representation, and breaking preconceived notions.

The Cubs' legacy extended far beyond their historic season, as their story began
influencing change within the larger sports community. Their rise to fame emphasized
the need for better opportunities for deaf athletes, sparking discussions about
inclusivity in professional leagues. Schools, organizations, and sports programs across
the country began exploring ways to accommodate athletes with disabilities,
recognizing that talent should never be overlooked due to communication differences.
The state of California took notice, providing funding for CSDR to expand its facilities
and enhance athletic programs, ensuring that future generations would have even
greater opportunities to succeed. The impact of the Cubs' journey was far-reaching,
cementing their place as pioneers in advocating for equality in athletics.

Their story serves as a testament to the power of perseverance, proving that barriers
can be broken when determination and passion are at the core. What began as a
remarkable football season had evolved into a cultural movement, challenging the way
society viewed deaf athletes. The Cubs had not only rewritten their own narrative but
also inspired countless individuals to believe that limitations exist only where they are
allowed to. Their success was not just measured in wins but in the lives they touched
and the change they sparked. The legacy of the CSDR Cubs will continue to resonate
for years to come, serving as a powerful reminder that true greatness is achieved
when individuals refuse to be defined by their challenges.


