
Chapter 33

Chapter 33 of The Chocolate War presents a revealing conversation between Archie
and Emile, where the depth of manipulation within their group is exposed. The chapter
begins with Emile defending his actions, particularly his role in coercing another
student to sell chocolates, despite their initial resistance. He proudly speaks about the
psychological manipulation used to force the student into compliance, explaining how
they organized a collective attack against the victim to break him down. This
revelation highlights the lengths to which the characters are willing to go to control
others and assert their power over their peers. Archie, who masterminded the entire
scheme, listens approvingly but insists on maintaining strict control over the situation,
indicating that his role in the manipulation is far more calculated than simply
orchestrating a collective act of intimidation. The manipulation tactics employed by
Archie and Emile underscore the toxic environment of control and fear that governs
the actions of their group.

As their conversation unfolds, it becomes clear that Archie thrives on maintaining a
tight grip over the plan, dictating the terms and forcing Emile to follow his lead.
Emile’s eagerness to continue with their scheme is tempered by his growing
realization that Archie operates on a different level of control, consistently ensuring
that everything remains within his own realm of influence. Archie demands that no one
outside of their group be involved, demonstrating his desire to keep everything under
his watchful eye. Emile, willing to use anyone to achieve their goals, views the other
boys as disposable tools who can be manipulated through aggression and violence.
This attitude reflects a stark contrast between Emile’s willingness to embrace brutality
and Archie’s desire to control every aspect of their actions. The use of homophobic
slurs to manipulate the victim further underscores the group’s toxic behavior, where
psychological tactics, including the exploitation of personal insecurities, are used to



break people down and instill fear.

The conversation takes a more sinister turn as Emile grows frustrated with Archie’s
decision to hold back from acting immediately. Archie’s decision to pause the
operation causes Emile to question whether he is being serious or if he’s simply toying
with him. The mention of a missing photograph introduces an element of uncertainty,
as Emile begins to wonder if Archie’s control over the situation is not as solid as he
thought. This moment of doubt reflects Emile’s internal conflict, as he is torn between
his loyalty to Archie and his own moral compass. While Emile feels pride in his
commitment to The Vigils and to Archie’s leadership, a nagging doubt starts to emerge
about the true nature of their actions and the ethical cost of their loyalty. The tension
between loyalty and moral integrity adds a complex layer to the chapter, as Emile’s
allegiance to Archie is questioned, leaving him wondering whether he is simply a pawn
in a much darker scheme.

The chapter deepens the exploration of the themes of power, manipulation, and the
moral complexities that arise when loyalty to a group or leader begins to conflict with
personal ethics. Emile’s struggle with his conscience highlights the internal battle
many individuals face when they are part of something larger than themselves,
especially when that thing is grounded in manipulation and harm. His increasing sense
of unease suggests that even those who seem most devoted to a cause can be shaken
by the realization of how far they have gone. Meanwhile, Archie’s unshaken self-
confidence and strategic thinking reinforce his dominant role in the group, illustrating
the lengths to which he will go to maintain control. Through their manipulation, Archie
and Emile reinforce the toxic dynamics that govern their environment, where power
and fear are used to force compliance, and where moral questions are left unresolved.
As Emile wrestles with his internal conflict, the chapter leaves readers contemplating
the destructive nature of unchecked power, the ease with which individuals can be
manipulated, and the cost of loyalty when it goes against one’s own ethical beliefs.
The chapter thus serves as a powerful commentary on the corrupting influence of
power and the dangers of blind loyalty, making it clear that both the manipulator and
the manipulated are deeply affected by their actions.


