
Chapter 17: Underdog Meets Top Dog

Chapter 17: Underdog Meets Top Dog captures the anticipation and excitement that
the Cubs experience as they approach their championship game, marking a historic
moment in the Southern California deaf community. The intense demand for tickets
reflects the growing anticipation for this game, but the limited seating at the California
School for the Deaf Riverside (CSDR) forces the event to be moved to a larger venue,
John W. North High School. This stadium, with its expansive capacity, accommodates
the eager crowd, ensuring the game can be witnessed by thousands. The decision to
change venues is a pivotal one, allowing the game to be played in front of a larger
audience, amplifying the importance of this contest as the Cubs prepare to face a
formidable opponent in Faith Baptist. The game represents more than just athleticism;
it’s a symbolic clash of ideologies and cultures that promises to bring out the best in
both teams.

Faith Baptist School, a fixture in conservative Christian education since its founding in
1963, boasts a strict moral and academic curriculum that includes mandatory Bible
study and prayer. This discipline is instilled across the student body, dictating
everything from the appearance of students to the language they use in their daily
interactions. Despite these rigorous standards, Faith Baptist remains accessible to a
diverse range of students, thanks in part to its low tuition, which remains under
$8,000. The school’s commitment to providing an affordable education attracts a
variety of students, including those from White, Latino, and Asian backgrounds,
particularly among the Filipino community. Led by Coach Rob Davidson, who has
guided the team since 2006, Faith Baptist’s football team has a storied history,
including a current record of 10-2 heading into the championship. The team boasts
impressive physical prowess, highlighted by players like six-foot-eight tight end Luke
Rasmussen and six-foot-three quarterback Luke Rasmussen, both of whom play a



crucial role in Faith Baptist’s dominating presence on the field. Alongside these
standout players are A.C. Swadling, known for his agility and tackling ability, and
Parker Mills, a running back with unmatched dedication, balancing his football
commitments with work at a Malibu restaurant.

On the other hand, the Cubs head into the championship with the underdog status,
coming off a difficult season marked by a string of losses. Despite their challenging
season, they are fueled by an unwavering determination and the desire to prove
themselves on the grand stage. While Faith Baptist practices relentlessly, honing their
strategies and preparing for a decisive victory, the Cubs find strength in their unity and
resolve. Despite being outmatched in terms of preparation and experience, the Cubs
are driven by their collective will to overcome adversity, with the hope that their
teamwork and resilience can counterbalance the superior preparation of their
opponents. The anticipation for the game grows as both teams prepare to put their
contrasting philosophies to the test on the field. This championship game, with its
layers of cultural clash, ideological differences, and individual player motivations, will
be more than just a competition of athleticism; it’s a test of heart, grit, and
determination. For the Cubs, it represents the culmination of their season’s struggles
and triumphs, a chance to rise above the expectations and show that they can
overcome the top dog in the competition. The emotional stakes are high for both
teams as they prepare for an unforgettable showdown that promises to be full of
surprises and moments of brilliance. The narrative builds tension by illustrating not
just the physical challenges but also the mental and emotional fortitude required for
both teams to emerge victorious, making the game a true spectacle that transcends
the boundaries of the sport itself.


