
Chapter 9

Chapter 9 of Their Eyes Were Watching God presents a moment of transformation for
Janie as she experiences the grand funeral of her late husband, Joe. The funeral,
described in great detail, serves as a public event that reflects Joe’s high social status
and the respect he garnered in the community. Despite the large turnout and the
display of mourning, Janie feels emotionally distant from the event. Instead of joining
in the outward sorrow, Janie finds a quiet sense of peace within herself, contemplating
the freedom she has gained with Joe’s death. Behind her veil, she recognizes that, with
his passing, she is no longer bound by the oppressive role he had forced upon her for
so many years. This moment becomes a turning point in Janie’s life as she starts to
embrace her newfound independence and the possibilities it offers.

After the funeral, Janie decides to make a symbolic change, shedding the head rags
that had once represented her submission to Joe’s control. Instead, she braids her hair
into a thick, long braid that falls freely down her back, marking her emotional and
physical liberation. Though she continues to manage the store that Joe had built, she
does so with a sense of ease and freedom that had been absent during their marriage.
However, the quiet nights spent in the large house still bring her moments of
reflection. Janie looks back on her life with Joe and also on her grandmother Nanny’s
influence, realizing how much she had been constrained by their expectations.
Nanny’s well-meaning aspirations for Janie had led her to prioritize security and
respectability over personal happiness. Now, Janie feels the need to reclaim her
autonomy and pursue her own desires, no longer willing to live according to the
limitations others had set for her.

As Janie settles into her life as a widow, she becomes increasingly aware of the way
people in the community view her. Men who had never taken an interest in her during
Joe’s lifetime suddenly approach her, convinced that she now needs a man to support



her. Janie finds this attention both irritating and somewhat amusing, as these men,
though well-meaning, assume she needs their pity. Instead, Janie finds comfort in her
solitude, appreciating the freedom to live life on her own terms. A conversation with
Ike Green, a man who suggests that Janie should remarry soon after Joe’s death,
highlights the absurdity of these societal expectations. Janie, unimpressed by the
suggestion, makes it clear that she is not interested in following the conventional path
of remarriage. This moment reinforces Janie’s determination to live for herself and
reject the societal pressure to conform to traditional roles of widowhood and
remarriage.

Even as Janie navigates the weight of Joe’s legacy and the expectations surrounding
her widowhood, she remains firmly in control of her own life. Her interactions with
Hezekiah, who tries to fill the void left by Joe, bring some light moments to her life, but
they also remind her of the agency she now possesses. Hezekiah’s attempts to take on
Joe’s role serve as a contrast to Janie’s newfound independence, highlighting her
refusal to accept someone else dictating her actions. Janie does not seek to replace Joe
or step into the role of a dependent wife. Instead, she is determined to carve her own
path, free from the constraints of her past. The chapter hints at the possibility of new
suitors, yet Janie remains resolute in her preference for solitude. She enjoys the
independence she has found and values her personal freedom over societal
expectations.

By the end of the chapter, Janie’s commitment to her freedom is clear. She confides in
her friend Pheoby, explaining how much she loves the peace and independence she
has gained. Janie expresses her desire to continue living life on her own terms,
reinforcing her determination to reject societal norms and embrace her personal
journey. This moment marks a significant shift in Janie’s character, as she distances
herself from the expectations of the past and looks forward to new possibilities. She
has found strength in her independence and is ready to move forward, free from the
influence of the past. This chapter underscores Janie’s growth, as she takes control of
her life and begins to define her own future, no longer bound by the expectations of
others. It signals a moment of empowerment and self-discovery, as Janie steps into the



next phase of her journey.


