
Chapter 39

Chapter 39 takes us back to Evelyn’s thirty-sixth birthday in 1974, a moment of
opulence and indulgence with her closest friends, including Harry, Celia, and John. The
group dines at the Palace, a restaurant that was known for being one of the most
expensive places to eat at the time. Evelyn reflects on how, back then, she would
throw money around without a second thought. She was surrounded by luxury, from
the caviar to the private planes, to the grand staff that could have filled a baseball
team. Looking back now, she finds it almost mortifying, realizing how little she valued
the wealth that came easily to her. Yet, despite this, she acknowledges that those
lavish experiences were part of the world she lived in at the time, one where
extravagance felt natural and unremarkable. The group posed for pictures, knowing
they would soon appear in the tabloids, as their lives were always under the public’s
watchful eye.

The night unfolds with a sense of camaraderie and celebration, as Celia buys them a
bottle of Dom Perignon, and Harry indulges in four manhattans. The atmosphere is
lively, with the group enjoying the extravagance of it all. When the dessert arrives,
with a candle in the middle, they sing to Evelyn, marking the occasion with a warmth
and closeness that signifies their bond. The playful exchange continues when John,
knowing they’re all watching their figures, insists Evelyn have a bite of the cake.
Despite their best efforts to remain disciplined with their diets, Evelyn can’t help but
give in. The light-hearted teasing turns into a toast from Celia, who raises her glass to
Evelyn, celebrating her radiant presence and the way she makes everything around
her feel as if they’re living in a dream. Celia’s words are not just a toast to Evelyn’s
beauty but a nod to the woman who had lit up every room she entered, leaving a
lasting impact on everyone she met.



Later that night, as the evening winds down, there’s a shift in tone. The fun and
excitement of the evening give way to a more intimate and contemplative
conversation. As Celia and John leave to hail a cab, Harry gently helps Evelyn into her
jacket. Harry’s words, “Do you realize that I’m the longest marriage you’ve had?”
catch Evelyn off guard, making her reflect on how much their relationship has meant
to her. With almost seven years of marriage under their belts, Evelyn realizes that
their connection has become one of the most stable and enduring parts of her life.
Harry’s unspoken thought about starting a family resonates deeply with Evelyn. At
thirty-six, she realizes that if she is going to have a child, the time to decide is now. For
years, she had pushed aside the thought of motherhood, focusing instead on her
career. But in this moment, she begins to feel the pull of what it would mean to bring a
child into the world and to create something beyond her personal and professional
identity.

Evelyn’s desire for a child becomes a major topic of discussion, but it’s not just about
her and Harry—it’s about the future they envision together. She knows that the
decision to have a baby is not just hers to make; it involves Celia and John, too. Her
career will inevitably be affected, and the shift from being a woman of the spotlight to
a mother will be immense. But Evelyn’s desire to create a family, to have something
tangible to care for, outweighs the fear of change. She contemplates the impact it
would have on her relationships, particularly with Celia. Their bond has always been
unconventional, but Evelyn knows that this decision will require even more
compromise and understanding. As Celia and Harry are both a part of her life, it’s clear
that they all need to have a say in this shared vision of the future. Evelyn’s
acknowledgment of the complexities of motherhood and the sacrifices it entails further
deepens the emotional weight of the chapter, highlighting the sacrifices one must
make for love and family.

The chapter examines the emotional depth of Evelyn’s relationships, showing the
vulnerability and love that can exist within a complex family dynamic. It also reflects
on the sacrifices made in the pursuit of personal desires, such as the balance between
career ambitions and the desire to have a family. The central theme of this chapter



revolves around the intricacies of making life-altering decisions, where personal
desires, societal expectations, and love intersect. Evelyn’s internal conflict, as she
faces the possibility of motherhood, highlights the universal struggles that come with
navigating identity, desire, and responsibility. The chapter serves as a poignant
exploration of the power of love and the sacrifices that come with it, making it a
relatable and emotionally impactful moment in Evelyn’s journey. As she begins to
entertain the idea of having a child, it represents a turning point in her life where she
must reconcile her past choices with the future she envisions.


