
Chapter 42

Chapter 42 opens with a question from Evelyn’s companion, who is perplexed by her
decision to agree to work with Don, despite his past actions. “Why did you agree to do
it?” they ask, suggesting that Evelyn could have used her influence to have him
removed from the film. Evelyn responds with a candid explanation, revealing the
complexities behind her decision. “You don’t go throwing your weight around unless
you’re sure you’ll win,” she begins. At the time, she wasn’t entirely confident that she
could have Max, the director, fire Don if she had demanded it, as she was only about
eighty percent sure of the outcome. More importantly, she felt that asking for Don’s
removal might have been unnecessarily cruel. Don had fallen on hard times, with no
recent hits, his name fading from the public’s memory, and rumors about his drinking
spiraling out of control. It wasn’t lost on Evelyn that his personal life was in shambles,
and despite their history, she couldn’t bring herself to add to his misery.

The conversation shifts as her companion presses further, asking if she had
compassion for Don, considering their past relationship and the abuse she endured.
Evelyn responds thoughtfully, “Relationships are complex,” acknowledging that love
can often be tangled with pain and hardship. She admits that people are messy, and
that while it may seem counterintuitive, she preferred to err on the side of compassion
rather than judgment. She explains that it wasn’t simply about feeling bad for Don, but
about understanding the complexity of their shared history. Her actions were not
about excusing what had happened between them, but about navigating a nuanced
reality where emotions, history, and personal growth intersected. Her decision wasn’t
rooted in sympathy for Don as much as it was about recognizing the complexity of her
own feelings and the situation at hand. “I’m saying you should have a little
compassion for how complicated it must have been for me,” Evelyn says, inviting her
companion to consider the emotional toll of balancing all these factors.



The dynamic shifts as Evelyn’s companion reflects on their own misunderstanding of
the situation. “I’m sorry,” they say, realizing that they had made a premature
judgment without truly understanding the complexity of Evelyn’s position. There’s an
acknowledgment of ignorance about the unique challenges Evelyn faced in deciding
how to handle her past and her career. Evelyn, with her characteristic grace, accepts
the apology with a gentle smile. She offers an insightful distinction between
forgiveness and absolution, explaining that forgiving someone doesn’t mean excusing
their actions. “Don was no longer a threat to me,” she continues. “I was not scared of
him. I felt powerful and free.” This feeling of liberation allowed her to make decisions
on her terms, without being controlled by past trauma. Her strength became apparent
as she tells her companion how she moved forward with the project, despite the
emotional weight of working alongside Don. With Celia’s hesitant support and Harry’s
cautious trust, Evelyn took the steps necessary to proceed professionally. The logistics
were set into motion, with her representatives arranging a meeting with Don’s people.
Despite her past with him, Evelyn was in control, confident in her ability to handle the
situation.

In this chapter, Evelyn’s nuanced understanding of forgiveness, her recognition of her
own power, and her ability to navigate complex emotional terrain shine through. By
sharing her experience, she offers valuable insight into the difficult balance of moving
forward while acknowledging the complexities of past relationships. The situation she
describes demonstrates the importance of self-compassion, strength, and a
commitment to making empowered decisions, even when they involve difficult people
from one’s past. It serves as a reminder that forgiveness isn’t about absolution but
about taking control of your life and your choices. Evelyn’s story speaks to the broader
theme of growth—learning to set boundaries, embrace one’s own power, and
ultimately choose peace without erasing the past.


