
Chapter 10

Chapter 10: In this chapter of Lord of the Flies, titled "The Shell and the Glasses," the
boys continue to grapple with the aftermath of Simon’s death, a tragic event that has
forced them to confront the depths of their descent into savagery. Ralph, still visibly
shaken, limps into the scene, his disheveled and injured appearance reflecting both
the physical and emotional toll the recent events have taken on him. His conversation
with Piggy reveals the weight of Simon’s death and the growing sense of guilt that
hangs over them, with both of them avoiding full acknowledgment of their role in the
chaos. The exchange between them reveals the internal struggle of two boys who
desperately cling to their hope of rescue but are burdened by the violent reality of
their circumstances. They attempt to hold onto their humanity, yet the fear of the
darkness within themselves continues to overshadow them.

Piggy, trying to rationalize Simon’s death, insists it was an accident, claiming that fear
and the uncontrollable darkness of the night led to their violent actions. However,
Ralph, despite Piggy’s attempt at reassurance, is overcome with guilt and fear,
realizing that they are becoming the very monsters they once feared. Ralph’s internal
battle intensifies as he reflects on the inner darkness that has emerged within the
boys, a force he believes cannot be escaped. Despite this, Ralph still holds a small
glimmer of hope for rescue and a return to civilization, but the growing violence and
the increasing rejection of societal norms weigh heavily on him. The tension between
their desire for redemption and the bleakness of their current reality continues to
build, leaving them in a state of emotional turmoil.

As the conversation between Ralph and Piggy unfolds, Sam and Eric enter, adding to
the atmosphere of shared trauma among the boys. They, too, try to distance
themselves from the violence of the previous night, feigning ignorance about the
events that transpired. Their denial, however, is a defense mechanism, allowing them



to avoid confronting the horror they were all involved in. Piggy’s insistence that they
had no part in Simon’s death is echoed by Sam and Eric, who, in their attempt to
preserve some semblance of innocence, refuse to acknowledge the darkness they, too,
have embraced. This collective repression among the boys highlights the reluctance to
face the truth about their actions, further distancing themselves from the brutal reality
they now live in.

Meanwhile, Jack and his tribe are portrayed as fully embracing their primal instincts, a
stark contrast to the internal conflict that Ralph and Piggy experience. Jack, having
fully adopted his role as a leader, takes pride in his ability to assert authority through
intimidation and violence. His plans for the next hunt reveal his growing obsession with
domination and power, where hunting and violence take precedence over their earlier
hopes of rescue. Roger, who has shown increasing sadistic tendencies, further aligns
himself with Jack’s brutal leadership, finding enjoyment in causing harm and suffering.
The shift in power dynamics between the two groups becomes more apparent as Jack’s
tribe continues to grow stronger and more savage, leaving Ralph and Piggy with
diminishing influence over the boys who once followed their lead. The divide between
civility and savagery becomes increasingly pronounced, marking the collapse of any
remaining sense of order.

Ralph, though struggling to maintain his sense of hope, continues to focus on the
signal fire, which has become a symbol of their connection to civilization and a
possible route to salvation. However, the boys show little interest in maintaining the
fire, which symbolizes the diminishing desire for rescue and the growing dominance of
their savage instincts. Ralph’s despair deepens as he realizes that the fire, once a
beacon of hope, no longer holds the same significance for the boys. The chapter
culminates in a final clash between the remnants of order, represented by Ralph and
Piggy, and the violent, chaotic forces led by Jack. This confrontation encapsulates the
central conflict of the novel: the struggle between the forces of civilization and the
descent into chaos. Ralph’s belief in rescue becomes increasingly futile as the boys
drift further from the values of civilization, ultimately embracing the violence and



anarchy that Jack’s tribe represents. The clash of these two opposing forces sets the
stage for the tragic downfall of the boys, where their future is shaped by the power
struggle between order and chaos.

This chapter serves as a turning point in the story, marking the point where the boys'
descent into savagery becomes irreversible. With the collapse of their hopes for rescue
and the growing dominance of violence and chaos, the boys are on a path toward
complete disintegration. Through Ralph’s internal conflict and the increasingly brutal
actions of Jack’s tribe, the novel deepens its exploration of the fragility of civilization
and the darkness that resides in the human heart. As Ralph and Piggy try to hold onto
the ideals of order, the reality of their situation grows ever more hopeless, highlighting
the novel’s central themes of human nature, power, and the loss of innocence.


