
Chapter 9: The Robin and the Sparrow

Chapter 9: The Robin and the Sparrow immerses us in the world of Chona, a woman
who runs a small grocery store beside the house of Bernice Davis in the predominantly
Black community of Chicken Hill. Bernice, known for her complex connections with
numerous local families, has always been an enigmatic figure. She is tied to many
through the grapevine of gossip and societal judgments, which often oversimplify her
life, despite her strong familial bonds. Chona, who is married to Moshe, reflects on how
her once-strong relationship with Bernice has faded over the years, even though their
shared history was rich with moments of joy. Chona recalls Bernice’s beauty, strength,
and the fact that she is the mother of eight children, yet she cannot help but reflect on
the ongoing rumors about Bernice’s associations with men like Irv and Marv
Skrupskelis. The stories surrounding Bernice create a web of speculation, leaving
Chona to consider how much of the past they truly shared, and how much was marred
by their growing emotional and social distance.

In her memories, Chona often recalls the closeness she once had with Bernice,
especially during their younger years. Together, they used to sing and sew clothes,
crafting not just garments but a bond that felt unbreakable. However, as time wore on,
the relationship between them began to shift. Bernice, weighed down by the burdens
of society’s prejudice and her own personal struggles, gradually retreated from the
close friendship they once had. The painful reality of the world they both inhabited
started to seep into their interactions, leaving Chona with a sense of loss that she
couldn’t fully understand. Over time, their differences became more pronounced, not
just in their social lives but in their emotional outlooks. Chona, comfortable within the
Jewish community’s walls, observed the difficulties Bernice faced as she raised her
children alone. These contrasting realities caused the rift between them, leaving
Chona to wonder whether they would ever find their way back to one another or if



their friendship was a casualty of the harsh world they navigated.

As Chona contemplates the past, her thoughts shift to her role as a caretaker to Dodo,
a deaf boy she has come to love as a surrogate child. Dodo's presence brings
unexpected light into her life, but this joy is overshadowed by the looming possibility
of him being taken away by the state. Chona feels desperate, knowing that Dodo’s fate
is hanging in the balance, and her fear for his future drives her to seek out Bernice for
help, despite the silence that has lingered between them for years. Bernice, despite
her hardened exterior and their long estrangement, does not hesitate to offer her
support. She immediately suggests that Chona hide Dodo in her yard, an act of
kindness that speaks volumes about the unspoken bond they still share. In this pivotal
moment, Chona and Bernice are reminded of their deep connection, which, despite the
time and distance, is still strong enough to transcend their differences. Their unspoken
understanding is a testament to the complexities of human relationships and the
powerful bonds that can exist even in the face of adversity.

This chapter reflects the strength of female solidarity and the quiet power of shared
experiences. Chona and Bernice, despite their varied experiences and the years of
distance between them, demonstrate that true connections can survive even the most
difficult circumstances. The bond between the two women is not just about shared
history, but also about mutual respect and understanding that arises when they face a
common challenge. Bernice’s willingness to assist Chona, despite their fractured past,
highlights the depth of loyalty and empathy that can exist between women. This
moment is a stark reminder that, regardless of how time and society attempt to pull
people apart, the fundamental human desire to protect and care for others can
transcend all boundaries. Their willingness to help one another, especially in the face
of systemic challenges, demonstrates the resilience of individuals who, despite their
own burdens, choose to stand together in solidarity.

As Chona’s desperation grows, she finds comfort in Bernice’s actions, which offer a
rare glimpse of kindness amidst the complex layers of their community’s struggles.
The theme of community ties plays a significant role in this chapter, as both women



navigate their own personal challenges while understanding the importance of mutual
support. The reality of Dodo’s situation weighs heavily on Chona, but Bernice’s offer to
shelter him in her yard brings a flicker of hope in an otherwise bleak moment. The
connection between these two women, though strained by time, is rekindled through
this shared act of courage and empathy. The chapter emphasizes how friendships,
even those that have been weathered by time and hardship, can still hold immense
value and power in times of crisis. Chona and Bernice’s story serves as a poignant
reminder that true bonds are not easily broken and that, despite the complexities of
their lives, they remain steadfast in their commitment to one another. This chapter
encapsulates the themes of loyalty, resilience, and the enduring power of human
connection, showing how these qualities can help individuals navigate even the most
difficult of circumstances.


