Chapter 25

Chapter 25 begins with Patricia and Carter navigating the challenges of parenting their
son, Blue. As Carter prepares for another business trip, Patricia faces the tough reality
of Blue’s recent behavior. Despite her attempt to maintain some sense of order at
home, the stress is palpable as she tries to balance her responsibilities and make
things work. She and Slick decide to carpool the boys, though Carter is reluctant about
Blue associating with Slick’s son. This highlights the tension between Patricia and
Carter, and his concerns about the influence others might have on Blue. Carter’s
frustration grows as he feels that Blue's behavior is out of control, but Patricia tries to
stay calm and make sense of it all. They both recognize that Blue’s issues are not just

about his actions but also about the pressures he faces in his teenage years.

The situation escalates as they confront Blue about his actions at school, specifically
his involvement in spray-painting a dog. Blue’s response is defiant and dismissive,
which only adds to the tension in the room. Patricia’s efforts to reason with him lead to
an emotional exchange, revealing the difficulties she faces in trying to communicate
with her son. Despite her frustration, she understands the complexity of Blue’s
behavior and his need for space. The conversation takes an unexpected turn when
Carter suggests that Blue take a test for attention deficit disorder (ADD) and
potentially start medication. Patricia is uncomfortable with the suggestion, but Carter,

who works in the field, believes it’s the best option for Blue’s future.

As the evening unfolds, Patricia’s anxiety grows, not just about Blue’s future but also
about the deteriorating relationship with her family. She feels conflicted between being
a supportive mother and maintaining her own sense of balance. Meanwhile, Blue’s
behavior continues to be erratic, and Patricia struggles with whether or not to
intervene further. Carter’s approach to discipline feels disconnected from the

emotional toll it’s taking on their family, and Patricia begins to feel isolated in her own



home. She desperately wants to help Blue, but her efforts seem to be falling short. As
tensions rise, Patricia decides to take matters into her own hands by searching for

Blue, unsure of how to navigate the ever-growing divide in her family.

The situation comes to a head when Blue leaves the house after a heated argument
with Carter. Patricia is left in turmoil, questioning whether her parenting decisions are
the right ones. She realizes the pressure has been mounting on all sides, and the
conflict between her and Carter is only adding to the strain. She feels torn between
what'’s best for Blue_and maintaining peace in her household. Just as Patricia is about
to drive around looking forBlue, she recuimn}alrﬁ(ﬁﬁames Harris, offering
reassurance that Blue is'safe-at his house. Though initially hesitant, Patricia
acknowledges that this might be a moment of relief for Blue, allowing him the space
he needs to cool down. However, the invitation for Blue to spend the night at James’
house creates a sense of unease in Patricia. She appreciates James’ kindness but feels
conflicted about leaving her son in his care, knowing the complexities of their
relationship. The chapter ends with Blue apologizing to his parents, signaling the

emotional turmoil that has yet to resolve.

This chapter illustrates the challenges of parenting teens, especially when it comes to
balancing discipline, understanding, and emotional support. Patricia’s struggle is
compounded by her desire to protect her children from harm, yet also give them the
independence they crave. Carter’'s approach to their children’s issues seems more
clinical and distant, while Patricia feels the weight of their actions more acutely. As the
story unfolds, the emotional complexity of their family dynamic deepens, raising
questions about how far a parent should go to protect their children while maintaining
their authority. The inclusion of Blue’s apology and James Harris’s involvement further
complicates the narrative, adding layers of tension and concern. Patricia’s internal
conflict is palpable, highlighting the difficulties parents face when trying to navigate

both the emotional and practical aspects of family life.



