
120. The Spear That Would Not Break

The chapter opens with Kaladin soaring through the sky, revitalized by Stormlight, and
observing the battlefield below, where Dalinar approaches the encroaching red mist.
Kaladin’s reflections reveal his internal struggle with self-doubt and guilt, especially
regarding his perceived failures and the burden of his responsibilities. Syl, his spren,
offers a gentle reminder of his tendency toward self-criticism, highlighting Kaladin’s
ongoing internal conflict about his worthiness and the Fourth Ideal. Despite these
doubts, Kaladin’s renewed purpose is evident as he prepares to protect Dalinar and
engage directly in the chaos of the ongoing battle, emphasizing the importance of the
journey over the destination.

As the scene shifts to Adolin, he awakens from a near-death experience, feeling a mix
of relief and introspection. His injuries are minor, yet the encounter leaves him
contemplating his own bravery and worthiness, especially in comparison to his father.
Adolin’s humorous remarks about clothing and his gratitude towards those who saved
him reveal his resilient spirit and humility. He recognizes his role in the fight, choosing
to aid the defenders and support the city’s efforts. His interaction with Shallan and the
creation of illusions demonstrate his growth as a Radiant, willing to step into the chaos
and contribute meaningfully to the war effort, even without a specific command.

Meanwhile, Szeth’s perspective introduces a darker tone, as he envies Kaladin’s honor
and sense of purpose. Szeth is depicted as a conflicted and tormented assassin, bound
by his oaths and master’s demands. His interaction with Lift and the mysterious entity
within his Shardblade reveals a complex relationship with morality and identity.
Szeth’s internal dialogue and the humorous banter of the sword highlight his struggles
to reconcile his duty with his own sense of goodness. The narrative explores themes of
redemption, moral ambiguity, and the choice to follow one’s oath despite the darkness
surrounding him.



The chapter concludes with a tense confrontation between Kaladin and Amaram,
exposing the depths of Kaladin’s disdain for his former master’s corruption. Amaram’s
manipulative words and actions reveal his true nature as a villain who claims to have
forged Kaladin but in reality seeks to dominate and control. Kaladin’s defiant response
underscores his resolve to fight against injustice and tyranny, emphasizing the
overarching themes of honor, resilience, and the fight for moral integrity amidst chaos.
The layered perspectives and intense action underscore the complexity of the
characters’ struggles and the larger battle shaping their world.


