
17. Trapped in Shadows

In this chapter from "17. Trapped in Shadows," the narrative centers around Kaladin,
who finds himself tied to a tree after being captured by a group of parshmen. Despite
his bindings, he remains calm, observing his captors' discussions and assessing their
intentions. The parshmen are debating whether to kill him, fearing he might reveal
their location, but they lack a clear leader. Kaladin is aware of his surroundings, noting
the weather changes and the presence of Syl, the spren, which signifies the return of
Stormlight. His reflections reveal a mixture of hope and resignation as he endures
captivity under uncertain circumstances.

The dialogue among the parshmen reveals their internal conflicts and motivations.
Khen, one of the captors, strongly advocates for killing Kaladin, fearing the threat he
poses if freed. Others question the necessity of violence, emphasizing that Kaladin’s
ability to find them indicates they are not particularly safe. The conversation hints at a
fragile, disorganized group without a strict hierarchy, united mainly by their desire to
avoid recapture. As they prepare to move, Kaladin observes the minimal possessions
they carry and notices the presence of children, which surprises him given the usual
dehumanization of parshmen in stories.

Kaladin’s captivity takes on a more personal tone as he recognizes the children among
the parshmen, noting their distinct appearance and the light orange-pink carapaces.
Their innocence and laughter contrast sharply with the harsh reality of their situation,
prompting Kaladin to reflect on the brutal truth of parshmen breeding and their
treatment as animals. The scene deepens his understanding of their circumstances,
challenging his preconceptions and stirring complex feelings about their humanity.
This moment also triggers memories of his past escape attempts, revealing his long
history of resistance and the emotional toll of his failures.



As the group prepares to leave, Kaladin is led through familiar terrain, evoking
memories of previous escapes and moments of desperation. His captors discuss
strategic matters, including the significance of certain powerful cards like the king,
illustrating their understanding of game-like tactics that mirror their own survival
struggles. Kaladin’s subtle observations and comments about the game serve as
metaphors for his situation—fragile, strategic, and fraught with danger. The chapter
ends with a tense scene where Kaladin’s words about the parshmen’s true nature as
runaway slaves are met with hostility, underscoring the ongoing conflict between
perception and reality in this world.


